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THE MODEL ENGINEER'S ENGLAND

L .. .  a chronicle of the experiences of George and Bob Thomas as they explore; i

~ the hobby of Model Engmeermg in Great Britam.
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THE MODEL ENGIKEER'S ENULAND - The Aviival sad ths Fiyst
--by the Edizew
To thore for whom the be all and end all of vailvoading is 2 bleck 4~8-4, Bzitis
Railwaya do not offer much of intevest. Neverthelass, Englond 48 vrich in zailre
history, technological ionovation, aund sbove all, zn alwgst unbelievebly large b
of enthusinstes who indulge their railwey interesie by way of mugeums, prototype
raestoration, fan trips end building wmintsture locomotives in nuwbers U.S. modelliars
can barely comprehend, let alone ever expect to mateh. As o fellower of the Britieh
model scene for the past seventy yzars, the poseibility of a twip to England was
quickly and esgerly snﬂppai up by my Fathek when I £irst preposed Lt. This was to
be no crdinary touriet's junket; thers would be no Changing of the Giard or St. Paul's
Cathedral for uvs. This would be a vailread enthusiest’s grip thzough and through,
with eophasis on model enginesring. An go on the eveuning of Thuvaday, Ssptember 17,
we found ourselves at the start of an #dventure maither of us will sver fozgei!l

h

ad
cdy

Because of our late takeoff from Philadelphla we landed at Heathrow forty-five minutes
late at 9:00 AM. Unlike entering the U.S., you can walk right through British custons
if you have nothing to declare; 20 there we were - officislly in England! The first
gtop was at Barclays Bank where we changed § for &, then to Havtz for a8 zex, which

had boen reserved a wask befora., Also zveserved earliey was & room st one of the
hotels neaxr the airport. After sitting up all night, evan though it 4is only a alxz-houy
night, ve wsre beppy ¢o have a roon five minutes frem the wvipoei. 4 quick showar,
then to bed for a four hour naﬂ, snd we were up, through lunch, and on our way to the
fi;at‘atop in our cdyssey: Henley-on-Thames, home of Stuart Turner.

Henlay is sbout eightean nilas from the airport on onz of the mein roads from hondon
to Oxford. The 8.T. esteblishment 1s housed in & nsrrow two story byick building
having & show window in froant where examples of all the 8.7, enpgines are displayed
aleng with some pumpe of vaxious types. The modal supplies secetion is now located
on the first £lecor, and when you enter you are lisble teo see apprentices &nd seme of
the local ladies &ﬂseﬁb11Qg small parts for steam fittings or staadard boilers. All
arcund are shelves on which there are boxas marked with sush ailuving nsuss es "Zezm
Englne Cyliinders", "No. 9 Flywheels", oxr 10H Boxbeds'". In addition theve i1s

after row of boxes containing complate sets of castings for sil fha wall-known Stusrt
enginzs. licedless to say, the temptation to take onc home iz gr2ag, and on this, wy
thivd test, I falled misexably af&in, and purchased castinge for t&e twe cylindey
single-sceing enclosed “"Sua" engine. I aiao got an assertomunt of etalalees steal balie,

which ave sccompanied by the claim "Use them $n yeur fitting: and your troubles will
C@ﬂeﬁo I”"“’ Ll E8Bees

We were close 2o the old Great Westera main lins to the Wasi, snd as it wveas getting
near to 5 PM we decided to do some tvain watchivg at Maldsansad. If you have eaz
in cne of the PRR mein line stations in yesrs psst end watcehzd the trains voer
through in the evening, vou havae som2 Ldﬁa of the seene we encounterad where plush
nemzd passengear trains and ordinary intereity expresces yuzh fo and from Paddingion
Station at five minuts intervals. No oas neads to be warsed o say back from ths
edge of the platforml Wich acme adaeptation still to be mads for our time change, 1t
was sbout tims to gst back for more sl&gp sand 8 blg Saturdsy.

As Saturdey dawned balmy and bright wa headed £1fty milse south %o East Sussex,
stopping to get a hotel room~-one of tha four at the "Bant fwxue” in Lindfield--
then continued onwaxd to the Blusbell Railway. The Blushell 1s a reatored section
of rural gracksge eriginally formed by a group of wealthy isadeunere 1n 1882, but
acquired almost immediately by the L.B.S5.C.R. It was never partieulavly successful
and finally closed fn 1958, however, within two ysars’ tims a group of enthusiases’
ralsed guificient funds to purchase five miles of iine which wea duly put ia order
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and rveoponed in August of 1960. A wide variety of loconctives and wolling stock has
since boen added so that tha Bluebell Rallway ie now 8 well~integrated exarplz of
LBSCR and Scuthern Railway asrchitecture, sigaale, comotives and coaching stook,

It 18 one of the most succeseful courist :aiiwgya in uE933£d

We arrived at the Horsted Keynes station of the Bluebell well encugh . in advencs of

the train departure time to ensble a good leok at the thrse-treck brick station with
high level platforms and wnderpass (pedestyiaa subway) for access batwzen pletiorns.
Soon the train avrived, hauled by a diminuitive (-6-0T We. 27, formorly of the

South Bastern uad Chathew Railway. The little feller built in 1902, was zesplendent

in green livery with large volished copper steam dome, and twe inﬂaha evlinders of

enly twoelva inch bore and elighteen inch sraahL, After vuouing around the tyain and
coupling up again it was veady to leave, so we hoppad ints one of the wooden comparement
cosches end slaommed Che dooz behind us; a dou“—ﬁ “uidg itunl ¢to be repasted, with

pome degras of swa, wmany times before we ieft Great Britain. The locomptive huffed
lightly acrvoss the countryside, under brick erch bridgas sad into the station at our
destination: Sheffield Park, after the naue of the estate of Lord Sheffield who was

one of the foundare of the criginel 1aulway. A¥Lar we pav the engine zetsive watex

we noticed & wisp of smolke and steam st an sngime shed im t¢he distance, and sure

enpugh,  there vae & largs o 3 ; but obvieusly undey
steem. We podd a small fes for access to the reil .¢y ' yavrds enzine shed but

our attention wes diverted momentarlly by saveral of the oth vebell locomotivas

that were standing on outdoor yard tracks. Among them wgs "Stepmey", an C-6-0T

Terrier type built 1n 1875, that onee graced the cover and imelde pages of the
Model Pnginser during the saries on "Boxhill", the pratetype of vhich now residss
at the museun in Chepham. "Stepuey” is uafortunately that fnr weatharing, as
are many of tha Dlussell locomotives due to inadzquate ina-sé gﬁmrc 2 faeilitice.,
When wa arrived at the main atizaction, we found it to be a 4-C-0 En Cl&sg &, ziven
to the Bluebell by an snonymous doaea9 e less! A leong time wes spent sduivring the

stdwe, too r<*t ng fo dd

n

)

roda, valve gear, and luhx;u ation system, wondawing at the lsrge pony whesls n“d
slented eylinders, and genazally commenting to each other on tho unigue festures of

the British speedsger. The erngine was finished in elive green with orange and yeilew
Iining

In a conversation with some of the volunteers menning the Sheffield Park station, we
learned that the 4-6~0 was to haul trains im ragular sarviec the next day, but

gince we had plarned othar activities, we veluctantly decided not to see the engine
in sction.

The day wes mot ever yet, however; we were still to visiz the twack of the Sussex
Minintuvs Locomotive Seclaty, loeated just ¢s2 minutes avsy frem the Blusbell. The
grack 1s on land 4n a District Council park Loows as Besch Hurat Park, Thoss vho

hsve gsen my movies, teken on a pravicva visls, will wnderstand ny mcgervatiﬁn thag
the SMLS &rack is {ua & bueslic az.ﬁi&gg ”4fuiiﬁ e 1¢ does two bowling greans on
1land varloo,wmv the volling hills of Susaex. The club resontly ne %ettncad vas cr
land that will doubla thair grack vﬂiﬁh ia w,uLaawly 1150 £2ae of 3-1/2 inch aad

5 irnch gouge on &n elovataed struciurs na porellal stezl bouoe suppertad on

congcrate plervs, Rsil ig laid on ties fa :tenad Co the tops of Che stesl beams,
The ciub is ons of ths maat prodigious paseengar hauleve in Eagland end thian 1o

raflected in the safery fastures of their tvack, passeager cavs sad zignal syailcas,
all designed to pmrmit very fest but zsfe vurning. Usaze of the lend is obtalinad

in return for a porticn of the pacsenger houling revenua.

When we arzived thare were sevaral engines .on the track: a 4-6-0 LNER “"Springhok"
brought by a visitor from Manchaster; en LBSCR Marsh &-§-2 Atlantic in Chocoleate
livery prought by a mewber of the Wembley cliub; a 2-6~0 British Railweys No. 42345
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clk; and an 0-4-0 "'I‘:I.ch" ALL ware 5~inch gauge excape m T

Mhodden Hall" - the pdnth locowotive bullt by its owmer
ge opace in the clublbipuse. The clubhouse is all brie
p at cne end, & spacious lobby-cum-peating roon, kizchea, .

@ zpaces for mewbers' locomotives. The entire facility e
with excellent. taste, axecuted with faultless warkmm._, :
he s;na conld ba said for the engi:zgs that were @

M re we muzed iz, evening was appmching 20 we :ecumdz to
d divmer. Immadiztely after dimner hwev;r, it was be
hear of a “Shovelque“t Yell, it's a combinati
nd oms eontests that ave ‘designed to be as much fum
{pants. In brief, one contest involved all losomotd
with a nmhamd ticket. The trains wmxl;l ake ©
»,_biack of alght, then they wure all steppad an
aT3 wit:h cortaspcnding 'tickacs_ gngz‘ aff th

¢ ’ to,a’: precivm spm: on the trmk. Tha caf hnd i}
too iar. engrzed 8 tzigger that caus«ed a0 overhes
ufﬂ.ee :!.t to s&? '

A is the o m f1n> much of England and Burope. the hom‘a dao
ke a prematuve exit, leaving the warm-hearead £
jﬁﬁz_ﬁt:ies which, as we tc:!.uctantzy drove aw&y, shion

md,,a haif we had al:eady had a multitude of. mom" 1
: getting under way. Soma furthex advan:nres iw the
‘be Wtod in the next lssue. I
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k 2 dx.niug room of tha hotel with 4t proprd ef.ov‘ aud t:h - guests
‘roema. Then we checked out - a proczzs complatel iy u:lﬂmjtha
il!:on o7 Sherston - thea aped eouth over twenty miles of ecuntry s
asi&efresort of Brighton.  In daye of stezu locomotives of the Loadon, Btish con anﬁ
1 Coast: Raliway were desisnad aed built at tha "Be'ighten Vorks", but Qm': T
day was puraly to gee the town, since it s so well known and
eing only £ifty-four miles from Lmden mekes Brivbtnn . vary po '
ﬁct:lo, » There ig & long proncnade nest to tha bench, tha 1&&::@: bal
rparatively large rounded pcbbles knovn as “Shiaglae, rathar than the
mm with, Also rusning along the beach 1s more thsn g mile of
y, @ 2'-0" seuge electric tremwsy, with stons at varicus pcints of
ength. Tha line cpered in 1883 using a two rail curzeat colls
: the swall scale modallers ave right; there is a pxo»otypagemp
‘l:‘hey do!,( me col lection schene now uees & central t’ﬁ.ru vail,

: :Aftez cur tram ride we lssked sround Brighion o b:lt: wOTa ‘befa*a kaadﬁxg
_uard .agsinat the shore-bound eralfiic frem London to Guildford, V2 cheched 4
tel tham méia:aly we dwove %o Stoke Park, hoxe of the Gaild‘o:& .

we wera paﬂ:iaularly saxlous to be there on this day becm
ibition. It wao & spectscular event housed im a large tenmt in th eente
ir track '10015 ~ Imside the high-wslled tent, which must have teen shout
rere seversl long tebles, each full of exazples of 3cme categsry of
ing. In the center of the teat were about fon complated lecomstivas
¥, many of which had veceived awards in Natiomsl competiticn, Words sim
o*‘juatm to the sxecutlion of minute detail, surfaee Fivich u;d it
2, end yet there was such e profueicn of them, Whexl On other ta
sz paztially completad snglnes, Teprecentiag 2ll stages o tue
& iting excellent craftsmanship. There was a tsblﬂ- of stgatie
tzhgr of tools zud fixtuvas, and still snother with & .‘wng eteoight lenzth
reck where & bullder was demornstrating e model two cylinder &ieml-—hy&%i_ leco:
motive end a idve pteam locountive., A pendulum hageozopiaph was in operation roduct
geomatric ées..,gna end lorge ehovmen's engéine was elehing F£zy. (ne of ma inte ast
cols was 'hy&raxxnc whesl prese thel would sutomatizglly qa&m:'r'd ng
/. were presced en thelr sexla, We weve guided through the eéxhibition by
'ford mbers I previml; wat and his wife, so w2 had the ac.m:aga a,
: fox ‘t:l.on to mnke our tour wore mmiagﬁul. , :

Hemwhile, outsi.de the tent:, pessenger haaling waz goirg ntrcmg botb on h
'e u&a track and on their portable up-aud-down track that thoy vee ot fetse snd
_iﬁilat occcasiens. The povesble track ie dual-gauge for 3~1f2" znd 3" engi uesané 1:
- grainguler plers made of angle dron. I zhink s "Bautazm Cook" wes
X it while we were theze. Tha main tveck wos sezing cperation fzom
wn be6~4T, a 4~4~0 "iaid of Keat", a 5V gauge "3zitianis” brought up !
ghton and Heve elub, apd o cute ovtside frsme sim-whsaled “dtoesl®,
bed turzed cut rasaltimg i3 a long welting line for #24es in addie
exhibition tent with spactacora. Hodel erng tererdng fa Taglend 43 thy
enomensa in which tha publie gats plenty of &:.‘ﬁcmm ‘to
- the uumber of enthusiasta who then 30113 cl@ks or fof
2, etc. ate. N o L :




L iiﬁally left Guildford stilil wanting to ees mors and heat'
~ The next ...oming we drwe acyoss comztry s.tzd through ¢
I higmy recame

ndze It fg one of the many hotels located adjaqem. ,::o :
d&'wiwy sgation, Chsring Crosa Station serves the eszat and aau;h
third rail electrified trains primarily to suburban ax ‘eas, although the
in;ercity:mf.ﬁc to ports on the English Cheansl. It ie on the River Tha
ces from Waterloo Stetion. The tuo stations ave connectad by s“bfidgf”
walk. After lunch and s band concert in a Bk
3 a to watarloe, locked nrcund for s while, t!*an re*um
g Cross whera we got & rest in entleipation of the next dz
The Museum of b‘ritien Tl‘aﬁspc"t &t Ch.p.zam. Hore of i:‘mc m.mz matn.

1 &Htchq%svki S.: taking a night school course in Maschine Shop Prage
g G&ldwa 1 has started actual construction of his 2-8-0 with ihe
wem gt the Annvel Meetisg this month ~ vhich raminds i
recently, bring 1t along to the mating.  There wilil be 0
showing at the meeting, but this sort of ¢hing has alvay g
we all went to see the latest producis of the local workahgp
new Rockwell vertical milling machines... ‘Three of the ean
‘bgcome Regulaz Merbers im the paot year and 2 fourt h WaES &
- had to decline for peveonsl vessome. This pazticipa!;ien in elub af
e&&;‘to mtsb:!.gs but gocd... Douz Spear has restoved & kot air e-gine en di
Carson-Petit show room... Maleolm Plerson has a "to do" Gisi thap grows
e can crosg iteme off... The Editer con:mplated ptinting the nev me
: n out club eolors for lest year: Black and Blue. Bul geyer :
A .kin’loaei pepsy {free pluz): Rallroad books - area's rast cox slete,  Je
ﬂabby Centar, Greermeod Ava. west of York Rd... Thanks to all wko sent Se
Grestinga. !sn::cng the most artistic wes a card from Jim Suuiwxn day
glow of a Northera Pasific 4-8-4 In a satting in front of his heve.
7 m' appmia»ed, end to all of the FLE gang, ‘& happy m& haaa.th_, 1972

By l:h:le t.im yuu vill hava recsived, or will rece:lve shoxztly, ‘tater
n the Pennsyivania Live Stenmors, Ime. It would be mch*apprecza‘ i by
you would return the white card with ycur dies payment ag Socl. 83 osm&
wheve we stami financial S

inss 6—1/8" 0.D. X 3/16 wail X 2. £eet long. 1:15 ;in ﬂmmsgsg
but for Morme.tion on price contact: S IRETEE T




ystém comprises over 260 route milea of track, of w%i;
' y in tuonels, the remainder being of "open cut" an
true underground route. was conetzuched by the ©

'“*;i 90 seconds or less. If T sound.Ampreaaed by t
ﬁe LT Undergtound it's because I am,l

: ,iThat original section is scill dn uee, but al:hoﬂ i
© uvarted tc‘alectrin ﬂ“*“"“‘on anrly in the 18007, s?tvw wes onmg,f‘na

‘d gadg&ta. Ta» room is aliva with deep gteeaa, ;
4 cnlors a6 mriginallv WOET by the locomotivee;pn digpla

'ld take a special trip just to examine
%te'trams and some road vehicles. Thera




EﬂGINEER’S ENGLAND {oomtirus d)

\,tﬂnfortmuly. the museum Lo dnst:ined to be closed /00T, ita lacmn

2 ,‘200 miles away to York, snd the rest of the exhibits to be scattered, Wh
thers howover, the Clapham Musewn is an exeiting place o visit: i¢ 1a
' 1inv_,.,some respects, too; all that besutiful machina:y, and. iL' '

e 'Ihe nide takes about 45 minutes t‘u:ough some of the less attxaative
f ‘Londor.. The ‘scenexy consists malnly oi apariment houses. canala. S

A few blocks ftom the station st Herafb
’iou enter into & room with a d&s’nlay as

soue no 8o well kept.
to‘xe we mta' 1ook1n3 fot.

étawings fo: a parttcular lacomtive. &nd they re all the;r 2.
"Bugeh®, "Tieh", "Fayetrta®, "Virginia" “Springbok", Ansther sat of she
with ghieat matal end bar stoaw, all 42 convenient sinas at raasuaa&la p»tiea
ing charg ;and no $25 00 minimum charge hetel R

qu titiea. , Large orders, eepec:lallv from American suppl ampsml.ea:m
to-one mtkup on Eanglish components, take a large portion of tha ,limitaé '
pacity, We each bought o dendy set of minisrure hew box wrenche f
castings for my next locomstive (providing I finish the ‘:l.rst on2
’hmeh- 1n a pnb and temrmkd to Loudun.

T EE There was stﬂl tim: 4n the afterancon to travel to Hamal Hampstﬁad I
ﬁe Haéal FEnglaeer, and visit Martin Evaas, o whoem I had pravioualy written ab
pcsﬁbility. On the undergrovmnd again frowm Liverpoos styeed (o suston stati
has recently been renoveted, to the dismay of many who chevished iza classic
,ths mmxlt 13 quit:e 4 CONEXESt to all the othev lees mdem Londcn Lern

al.se He wera ﬂlipping ajona At about 60 aad I thought we w-ra doing ptetti g&ad, mmt
thera was a "Frusp”, end an express passed us as though we wave atogped . Hewel Be
\il éua cf a numbatr of new "plemned" mea that sumound Landan, 3 1

: u 1n\msc oi’ Eumpe, tha Engliah begin with the ground fmor. then the ‘i‘irsr
ilding., We waited a fow wisutes at the receptisnn roc»x whieh was
Qf back 1saues of MAP magazines with girls BT

- Evana' secrerary escorted us t:o his large oﬂfx.c.e. Bahind Jli.e

T and "Claughmn expreas locomotive:



.

,mdiag' ame of thw "l’hantm"" at ca.rl Lﬂyar 8 mzwx: tam:;{,f 1
Be.fose we kua-v :l.t alnost thres—qua:i,em of an hﬁa“ ha

nn:r'- few days and w’nat might be ma bna" cau"
t;&end th‘a e::h.,.hltion caking place at Ber‘by W2 did
oL asaam madels L have evex saea, but mora of

3 tin m wit:h a siot in t:be top. '*‘h:i.s program wes & aigned nec:if‘
4 @ﬁabtt‘ui tbat anybody at these meetings did‘“ not 1“’: i Baa:e»i:h

lighta ;’aﬁé evan pic ;as on tha walls (naturally [ had 0 :
W lve-whea ecar, it has operating traps, and cont.aﬁim a mza’, fh
4e these parts. Several others had cars teo. zeong L

crabzrea and Jin Ziegler. No speechﬂa *hat ev aajng, :hwt,

b Program G!aaimn uho conceived t:heae moot interesting an d ravel ;z?;ogz:ams
ex than Aeérian Buyse. Dee, you have an excellent gift ff‘l ereat ' ‘
Ve 1

ocone av 3.351&, and sacuved 1t for us gratis. A bun"_‘t bl the :
to the mew club houre early ia the moath... Hank Deck has zentrcted PE ﬂenw
dations on pover facilitles. He aleo has a line on eowe ateel doos
duees A new cooperative effort hes been staried by Fraok §
Jinm Ziegler for the msnufacture of car truske,
tives to havl... Part of the sgreement Carl made with PE guar
ease land under transmission lines next to ous new property s
pr‘lteS..-. Dues are due. NOW.
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! af;man carriages that did not have a 10ﬂgltudinal Lozrldo:, Aaking it i'
;guard;tq walk through a train. Aon~carridor caxr;ages; Te stiil‘uaed

1 iave individual sivaa Jsenger comnartmeﬂts along one 51.1
Pcctxa* corvidos  aling the other (sfdtion) side, wihlle the Opnn

1uun i mayn
ﬁsame baaisras our uwsual coaches.

Many of the BR carriagss have’ eleg&nt inc ioz
Ang, but the newer ones are more functional alwninua and fiberg;a
the upper portion of each window
H,just big enOLgh to poke a head through to see what 13 gcin
:yiug goadbye to fri ends or shouting o football ivals!

E ;NEven:wiLh thxee men behind the counter, there wers c&stomerq waiting; o bé §e1
_,madel engigeeripg‘pepumar in Bugland? The short wait gave us a chance to 1q0x

mé'that fills& the store.

Small parts and toole are in .abinets behiﬁd
Cepper

tubing and sheet metal stock ig on the second fleor, vhexe tha:e1
erking full time {at least while we were there) doing nothing bug cuhting“‘ :
; _fcr waitxno custoners. I was ome of the onas he was cutting for, and
eer to mind a bit saving off a 6" lenpth of 5" copper tubing for £ 2,15 {(§5.
at I will need for my new smokebox. I also bought a 6 length of 4-3/4" 0.D

- getting that 1n Lhe 7.8, 0Oh yes, there was 2 cuttlng cha*gy.“or Tesa than
h“ 37 cents! v i :

Gne of the propr iﬁtors Alec Faxmer, tearvrd ouw 9tr&age =cceﬂts an*
b tock time te show us some exsmplas of his spec lalty . A bpila"‘for_ |
one of six he had just cowpleied, and a partially findshed o 2 Do 8
Hhaulwe ﬁinally had gcen oll there was to see we reluctant]

s ngham.1°w Streat station by bus.

o;,the“rus

‘Sﬂerby (proanunced “Darby™, just as llertford is plm?\”

3Qﬁi1ea froi Birmingham, This is the very heart of th

n fact 1s tsday a priwe center of engincering developmantchr thé Jrztis
S e oon the train cnd be glad, for chilling rain %ad
,_d,n» 1smal gray. At Derby, afuer a stop at a local b‘nnaﬁ

Bf""i
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primiey
Ca

24 age catalog rhat 119tcd dll exhlbits, desczi 2
lishnonts of the sponsors, and had a liberal sprinkling of
y model eng*“eering items. i

| fwizhzfiers on which Lhe models, mostly live vteam lcﬂqﬁotives, were”éi iayedl
; :ascn ation of gauges was about evenly divided, with about 25
d ua umber ni 3*1/2" gauge machines.. Star of the aho 0

ant shig complcte with cperating stean winch (;Me nqyak‘ ,
about 1/8"), a2 3/4" scale "Briteania’, and a ch4ﬂ$*s for‘a»secgnf 2-
king of tha‘“Britannia" class 4-6-2, there were some fabrlcated par s built to
en vhere the pieces will not be visible. Also on display wer;
’ essﬂof Wales" of the series just concl&& ?

“asvattheless a perfect jewel, was. a 5” c*a—zf'“
531lx?fin¢shed machanism, K

XY ractioAKengines, small gauge elec*rmc layouts and qiaalays, machin
vay3~-backs and poeteards for sale, and a display by th wuiacturar
;-Alc ~8f§ just being comvleted for use on an estate ‘I.t Engl .

B: rade our train for he retutn jaurney, LE W

1in our memorics forever, but we had beea in Englend only
the: nine«days‘to go. Next month: A visit to another cl

cum, and other”"poinzs of interest". R
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d a Day at Chinaford by the Editor

-

The day following cur tyek to Birmingham and the exhibition at Deiby was one of relaxation

and decldedly slow pace. We rode the underground
busy thowofarz cailed High PFolborn, where Beaties
of the most prominent wodel businesses in London,
from Bob Tinklar that the stere we visited ntands
shop in Lond"n. The latter

and seni-~ac P

In 1902 vou could buy

later, a 2-1/2" o= tge 4ﬁ4«0 with double acting eyl
for £13.75. Bu: such was not the case in 1971. ¥

place with elaectric trailns lining displaoy cases ¢
morning they were grite busy, so we had plenty of
few live stezm models for the vich grandp

in used train sets, In general the character

New York.

Ve next stopped In st Cemages., At one time this

engineers with very imexpensive lathes and other

way of Korveties, but th ir tool ;. hazrdware

ard wg spent @ consideradble szovnt of tixe In in
£ femiliar produgts.,

Although these wers the

to a mumber of othars d"ian cur stay that

eSS 38N

gn aleokiol-fived Gauge 1 locomotive for ag little as $1.30,

ent trade apnd
of the store is

compeny atkrs
shop equipment.
and automotive depario
terested comparizon

from our hotel at Charimg Cress to a
of Loundon ils located. Beoties is one

1f not all of England. I learned later
at the gite of the originzsl Basseti-Lowke

Tt Arw, incddentally, coffered azn cutstending vaviety of toy
ale ateam models of locomotives, fira engines,

boatg and gtatienavy enginea,
and
reversing gear and lubvicatox
evertheless, Deatles wes an inteyesating
nd stock ux?i 28. Baing a Saturday
time to look arcund. . Beatles carry a
also s¢om to do a brisk business
erdniscent of Felk's in

indaxs,

cted business from the
They hsve since g(?
ara gquite dive

< w32 as bl
cf Brizish egzﬂwaa.“ e

]
TencsE

aly stoves visited on this day, we did heve opportunities o go
are worthy of mention now.

One was Bonds,

an old firm that soems to hevdly try since 1t wov&d ite sales cutiet to a wodexn slioxe

in ocne of London's high rent coamereial areas.
fittings but only a mndeat rlrge of ca
“are friendly sad obviously Zfamil?
away from the tour

2r with

to-elbow with cavpenters,
from harried and not teo
oriﬂnm. while nek as
£11% gudte gitractive.
avnaﬂs_oa

knowladgzable clerks.

reamers, maspuring lostinments a

stings and FQLQYLuLu

sug long encugh to pop in and buy s Keat
the street from Bonde sre tool werchants Buck and Rysa. Esze you
esons and mechanice who are purch

advantageons for Americans es they ware
Milling cutters arve about one-half of
nd precision squares agre

They have a goond stock of enmall steam

However, thedr salze paople
tourist enthuslssts who have managed to snaek
tz ongle plate. Just across
= vou stand litexally slbow-
sping tools for theilr trade
The variety of tools ie excellent and
ealy a few yaare ago, are
tha demestic cosi;

typilcal of the

regsenuble valuss obtainghle, ,;,y gieo have hendy tools that sre uncbtaipable herz as
well a2 a dieplay of wmachinery and general havdusre iteme ﬁw'* ke browsing enioyable;

and 1f you ave lucky, vou will be walted on by Mr. Ryan hins e snly one in the place
who knews the location and price ci gvery Lftem in the m?&:a. Vhat vou can't get at the
nein store can probshly b2 cobtained at their branch, just a2 shors u mdergrounu vide sway.
and run by another My, Rysn. '

An intevesting wodel shop is BEC Model Stoves, to be found
the unlikelv name of Tco“ing Bec -~ alao resched by undergro

A am oo

a double deck tram.
excellent motor drivan gazy dyrives
lcoated fs Hanbiings, where thers

Another inte
are kits galore

On 8unday we followed an unusual route to the Chingford and

The kits are designed and packed by the proprieter

in a section of Loadon with

und, Pop bought an BO kiz for
and feature

"q*iLw model. shop that ie wore centrally
as well es catalozues, magazinza ond books.

District Model Engineerl ng

Clab. iz bagen with s stroil to the Thames (our hotel waw only one block swny) whers we
boavded a bont that took us to the Tower of Lovdon, We expected to go inte the Towar

for what would havs been on2 of our few lapses luboe tvaditional e ,iSthaliﬁ” but it wae
-not scheduled to open for several hours so afier a gns % we weug, by underground of couras,
to Liverpoal Streal 3Srerion where we bosrdsd & sub ieetyie train for the shose vide

to Chingford. When we arrived we aaked a man carrying a 3-foot wreach who had been on
the tram with us if Ridgeway Pari wes within waking distance pr if we should tske a bue.

de directed ue to & cab, since

the busses run infrequently,
the cab driver was off duty, he offered to take us there himself!l
man for British Rail coming off duty aad very genercusly took ug directly to the

but when 1t was chbvious that
He waa a mainteonance

gete of

BT b oy,

AN e
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mm's EHGLAND (continuéd)

are the Chingford Ciuvb have thefy track The pafi:%ﬁ#elﬁﬁiﬁ rathe

as ozig,inally built in 1946 as & sttaight dswn—anﬂ-bau elavamd st
long. It wes subsequently enlarged and has vecently been yebuile, The prasen

: 0 _‘ feet of 3-1/2" and 5" geuge in the shape shown approximately i
Lt ;matmted of conventional rail screwed to wood ties. The ties ara in utn
a@pporied hy lengchs of sguare ateel tubing formerly used by the railrcad for
pal Yeds., The tubing spans vertical concrete coluwns of exeellent pro

~ ’”ture Ehat is strong, has fine appearance, and.gives a_amDOtL

on 59,,‘ :hn pant mlve years. It is a maroon 4~4-2 thaq 15 a.ain!:aif"'
4 1 by the members. Other eagines in steam were a 5" gauge 4~6-4 "Kal.\
ty water pump , &n award wi.:ming GUR four cylinder "King Edward VIII
',,idﬁ T :

: 'en 1ck up a new group who have paid 2—1/2 pemce (6-1[2 éente
"“for theix ticket.. While this action is taking pl&ce ti:e gns :

rete padeatala sbout. one foot bigh. App*uximataly }.00 fce'
 platform iz a numeric signal that displays a "1V, “2" o= "3", depe di
ex of trains occcupying the station, permitting the driver io adjm ‘
’:zd;(.nga.y. The sigaale are rembvable from their pm..stala, the lest train
¢ies a crew that vemoves the eignal and faatens an almlt;um; covex m !;he
mt thegahct:ical receptacie. o

Simla_ and othcr accessory aquipment eve stored in the clummuee, a freuhly pa
building about 10 x 12 feet i{n size. One end of chis etructurs g tha "book
re '&saenger;uckata are sold and ipside are picely fum:(.shud Tooms ‘or :
cilities for brewing the "engineman's friend”, 'a )Iiot cuppa.  Appa
ghborhood children (7) are felt hare roo, for the Chingford Club
!sa:y to apply barbed wire to the roof teo diaccmmge the kidd_
is




w e Y :.f

31 a's gmr'r,.wn - e wialt two muqems and LHSC g Tm‘*

One oi“th_ 08t intereating plgazs for a steam enthusiaat £o v;sit ia;th
uth Kensington secilon of London.” As usuzl the Undet'ground P

zation. Admiseicn to the muscum is fres - just great for sm L

e fanily on a Suaday afterncon or forx repcsted vﬁsits vrhen
*'eyeihibits. ’ v ; o :

yhat' aahibit.sl The frout sectlon of the first floor 18 dsﬂfoted eat:lrely
engines. Some are swall mcdels in glass cascs whila many othzre are fi
ductions ox testored engines removed Erom actual 9ervi¢ea Many of the
laatric motors go the cparation of the mechaonisme m§n be ptudied
ea,g:i’ es ave truly impreesive, lacking omly the asound of stean end the emell of |
complate the effect., Avong the displeys is a Cornfsh dumping engine ho ‘
aed buillding to illustrats the comstruction of this pro];iﬂc machise,
desigued by Watt 1o 1788, a Maudslay tzble engiaa,g ‘mill eng :
A high speed stean-poweved dyuwamo. The diaplays ave ¢istrihn¥ ot

3 ama in a logleal grouping. Bxtending above the exhﬂ%it room are bale
: : equipmnt is displayed. Numerous windows admit sufficient 14
”flenginea, but & well stockad store of booka and pamp gn‘*“

ng tova:d :habtear of the museum one encounters an astoun kL disa;ay o£ ;
odele and prototypes. Heve is the original “Rocket", daﬁnb Frem the Raiphill
1.829 when its 30 wph spesd sattled the horse versus locomotive with finalit
m that a‘ntique 48 "Puffing Billy", acquired by the muscum Ih 1862 after
formed on colliery vailvoads for fifty yeera. There are mcpg:e moC
oo, including a Great Western "Castle", an early e1e¢prtc bR
. dlesel-alectrle. There iz also a car from the unde#grounﬂ, a fuss
ox (tower) and a complete booking office (ticke:r offies). Te all th
i n of models with superlstive detail in about 1" scale, and you*mttLh
only a fraction of the Science Mussum's exhibits can be aépn,‘muek £
- da; Ha only briefly browsed through the display of firefigh
ntly bypasced exnibits of old carriages, automobilas, L cttc
g ’holology, ships and so on and on. . ﬁ ‘

targtionfand legendary ngnificance of its six locomnti@
~at Swindon. Swindon 13 a railread kown 1ike Altoona 13 a: e

‘Bigns poasessing gingular effiaiency and perzormﬁnce

opencd in 1838 wsing a gauge of 7 fr.-0-1/4",
g trains at over 60 wph, Ewsntually the Grezt Westsera
lone in ita advoeacy of broad gevge, succusbad to the narrnwg
y 1866 the loss of the "Bactle of the Geugoes” was acknawladgyd. al;
j7a gauge rvemsinad wntil 1892, The conversion to “standard gaw: ;
v,_fith virtually no 1nterrurt{on in train service. vae w..ale

: q;the fozerunn
loeomtiv’e dem.gns on the GWR. Anoth v interes Ang exhibi.v
kebox door open and the smokebox inters. painiedﬂghita ;o;'na

ixe‘aud pipiug. ‘The painting of thase engines ias na{_ ‘
irust indescribable in 1ts~prapottiona and skill of es




;'SfEKGLAND (continued)

ant &mct of the GUE. museum is the hour and a q rter n
ton station to Swindon. We were again treated to nodern
st signal chacks on the way to Swindon 1eft: : ;ﬁa port 3
,.._‘be daaired. ‘ , i

I had tqld Pop ;bout LBSC's track still being intact. As a. 1apg tim reader
"cicies be was interested in maklng s "pilgriuage”, as e called it, to Pu
ks to sce t £irst hand., -~ Lesides, it would give us an o»poﬁt:unuy to uti
m:hat Louéon railvay terminal, thle time Vietorla Station, Victoris ia on
) rail centers one could Imegine, providing not only southern subs
rvige, but slso hendling boat trains with cavs ﬂeqtined,éi T
tinent., There are also several traing :hat dpnnact :
natles with 2ll sorts of travelara. ‘ i

£y

trip was ﬁho:t one, however, and in less eaan forty m;tnq,
from the high level platforn at Purley Oss. There axe | t1
Britein, much of the housing being in the form of two or mm
lding. Such is the case on Gruinge Road wheve there ave a
Behind the one wheve LESC lived is a large grsss plot between t
don Brighton and South Coast Rwy wmain line. The 2-1/2" an
lev ead on concrete supports 1o an oval perhaps 200° loug.
~mus zmphcm a:»;ovnl and & weter tower. The track i

! g&tmeed the scene of sc wany epiaodea m live steam h:!.at.ory, ve scmll‘ ‘
, utatim ta mit the train for our raetura teo Lendon. 'Whﬁ-?e we were wailt
i \ ", posh train on the London-Srighton run vhizzed through in
1 cream livery. (it was diecontinued this wonth. Y Our trein, cne of the
lectrie locsls (knowa in England os a "gropping" train) did not zeturn o
but went to London Bridge starion then threaded its way. amng@t the eity i
viﬂ# mm to Charing Croas stacion - ‘at the front doqu: q:f ouz ho:al.

‘:e :he t.me and da‘y of the May Regular Meeting... Charl';e Rowland aud h 8 W
ng by train to Cineinnati wheve they will board the "De}m Gueen" for
pﬁissn. Dan Crabirea has bacome a member of the Perkionm n Valley Wat
 keep in contact with pecple and plans in our vieinity... 1' rack plaa #9
at at the april maeting... Got & telephone call frem Buck vlaycpn He will :

,t the Meworial Day weckend. Buck says he hsz been vork;png; on some of the ho
for his free lupce British 0~-6-0T. He made a recent visit to a steus
i City off Route 39 whers they have an cpevating stg
2, & tractor, By nill, ezall gauga live stean tracka B¢

o may vere on ‘the Sazuvday trip, but at lesst twelwe went on Sunday. Kz 28
‘had en emsy job with the sixteen or so cars. The Fditor and wife had an cppor
 ebout two-thirds of the way in ¢h2 business car ”Ego ra Two'. The car
fomﬁ 2 on the KIC and later #7 on the PC. The dining room of the car opened
the Icuaga erea with folding deovs betwesn go the lounge @ u%& ba clevzed of N
T Zlﬂzvclipped along between 40 and 65 oph most E zthe tima, pickin uy;tﬂ

ia vacat!on... Genrge Hoopea hes wada one pm{.r_‘ .
sgise traversirg some sections of the kigniand Yalley ayat&nn. 5

with a propozal for utilization of the club puil
0! a, Dam mabtrea, Bill Hozmsrt and Ade Buyse ef“j

unﬁctecédanééd




THE MODEL. ENGIHEER'S ENGLAND {continued)

during thevrunning season and assist with heavy maintenance in the winter whep the line
ceasee operation. No. 5 was reboilered in 1958 but is otherwise essentially "as new',

Passenger cars on the RHSDR are just wide enough for two to be seated side-by-side.

They are of varied seating arrangement but carry about twalve passengera in compartments,
 some of which ave closed and some open. Our cer had sliding doors that could be lef:
open for full effect. Since the tracks are on four foot centers, however, it is
inadvigable to stick one’s head out.

We were soon on our way over the double tracked line between Hythe &nd New Romney, a
distance of 8-1/4 miles, As we left Hythe we pasged the engine shed where the ten
locomotives owned by the railway are stabled. Then it was past small villages, over
marehland, aund by farms to a brief stop at Dymchurch. After Dymchurch and a few more
etops we arvived at Mew Rompey, where this particuler train termipated. "Hercules" was
uncoupled, run past the tmin, reversed on an Armstrong turntable and recoupled to other
end of the train, all very speedily snd with no lost effort. New Rormey gtation houses
a large O gauge layout but we decided to stay outside and watch the train depart for its
return to Hythe, intending to continue onward with the mext train from Hythe. In the
meantine we wosied around the station and yard tracks, looking things over.

Before long the next train from Bythe appeared from around a bend, rods flashing, and
with apparently no intention of atopping. TFinally, only a short distance from ¢
station platform, the driver closed the throttle and applied the vacuum brakes for an
astounding display of train handling that brought the train to a halt at precisely the
intended point.

If "Hercules" could be callad "rugged", then this latest engine, "Southern Maid" must be
"besutiful". “Southern Maid" iz a 4-6-2 painted green with a glosey black smokehox and
chocolate coloved cylinders. Except for the wheal arrangement and 25-1/2" driver dismeter,
this engine is mechanically fdentical to "Hercules". Although she 48 the same ag

the Editor, it must be admitted that she has withsteod the ravages of tloe far batte

and will go on to do infinitely wmore work in years to conel '

Soon after wea boarded the train for the continuation of our trip, "Scuthern Maid" got
us underway, and shortly we wera up to the normal speed of about 25 MPH. The lipe iz
single~tracked bevond New Romney to the end of the RH&DR at Dungeness. Most of this
route is over am area so thoroughly covered with shingle that the tzack 1s virtually
laid vight on the grownd, ballaat having previcusly bezn <eposited by nature, Shingle
iz everywhere: local vroads sre msde of it, gerden walle ave mada of 1it, soma houses
have lavma of ghingle in decorative patie¥ns, and other houvges appear to ba almos
completely constructed of it, Stops were made along the way at small villsges and grade
cxossings to accommedate local travelers, but it wae not long bafore we avrived at
Dunganesgs.

Dungeness 1s a strénge place, with shingle, gand and dry grass ag far as the e
gee. It is the gite of two lighthousea, the second one being necesgitated by
construction of an atomlec eleciric generating station that obscures the origin:
We did not join the other passengers in the restaurent at Dungeness station. Insteusd
we walked to the hesd of the train to aduire the silmmering locometive and talk to the
young driver.

3
e
e
P
)-"‘ by
ot
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Finally it was time to leave for the return trip. Traine ave turned at this ead of the
line on a large reversing icop vhich is entered and exited through a single epring switech.
The long leop afforded a good opportunity te observe the graceful locomotiva in action,
then we esssd through the spring switch back onto the main line toward Hew Ronmey and
finally, Hythe. Almost bafore we got ¢o the hezed of the train, "Southern Maid" wae
uncoupled and becked down the escape track toward tha shed,



EE{SEIIGLAND ~ Mdve live steam; more hogpit 1t .-

; ;,‘m s previous ineraliment that while in London P‘ap and 1 stayed 2t thea
s Hotel, carefully selected for its proximity (130 feer.) to an Underground s
11 as baing within convenient walking distance of the River Themes, the gov
dings and Palaca, Trafalgar Square, and the restaurants of Leicester Squave.
1 can. ighly recommend for good gervice 2nd, by London standards, modera
04 ons in Lendon ave scarce 80 they tend to ba aatpanszva, even
rda. ther advantage of our locaticn on thia particular Thurcday
T :!.t eaabled us te bound ocut of the front door cf the hotel and meke & v
: t of Charing Cross Station., Today we were pelking an eagerly am:iei»
aed Romney, Uythe and Dymchurch Light Rellway, a 15 inch geuge rail
) tﬁat ops:ates stean hauled traina in actual revamue serglee.

racks sk;lrt the cliffe of Britain o channel coast mt fax £m th' i
2 'ﬁtbury, Dovaer and Hastinga, The first part of our t'rip was ¢

¢ trif ine between Charing Cross and Follkestone. Thie was a pleaunt
e Kent ar,cglands during which wa met twe girls from Los Angeles who wer
ur month tour of the Continent. They couldn't believe that anyone
1 all the way to England fust to ride trains (nor cam aimost &
iteer). The seventy or o miles was covered in eighty minutas mclud#.ng o stops

arrived at. E’olkesi.one just in tise for lunch ut the "1ocal“‘ i

e lunch, and while waiting for a bus to convey us to t:he tamians qf the
‘we had an oppertunity to note the name of a hotel thet advertised dinner

d to stop thera on our way back in the evening-of vhich more later. A
sig‘:z rig’ht on the main street of town divecting interested parties ;
Pond.” There wasn't tire to dnvestigate, but it was yet a further {1lus
gh resard;with which model engiresring fe held in England. ‘Scon the bu
wort ride t.hrough sowe coastal touns we arrived at Kythe ;aad th'

VMChQ X .

t:ha RH&DR was ineugurated in 1927 but the line was mot complated
529. It is laid with 24# zail to a gauge of 15-1/8" ‘oft CORY
with ballast of shingle — rounded stones found in huge qua
coast 4joints ere staggered in contrast to customary Brii:.ts ract
’1&3 3011:{:9» opposite each other to minimize silde sway., e

The ranamy depends :o a great extent on tourist treffic for its :evenne b‘ut"
3 bus_;la‘ ,s‘with patronage from local residents. We saw 8 number oﬁ s'
ng ﬂ_;g?traiu as wa2ll as mothere with their children going shopping
;:part;_' n Wi I1, not only hauling tvoops and supnlies to wlitary basag on t’
als ‘.haulmg material for a pipa line between Ingland and Franoa. in fact
led to the dem.se of ghe railroad beceuse of the strain on Ats facilit:maw )

' teaance. ‘. Although it has never fully recmrered, the 1evea. of anm

smallubuilﬁing attached to the Uythe station houges the bedking~o££ice'a
{&Thevsta;ion 1¢s2lf is a shed over two platforms aceumm¢dat1ns¥fou
3 ate locomotive esespe tracks, As we ev*ezed“foug ,
‘Eb. 5 "Jercules" in charge. Built by Davey Pax
sign, this shoulder helght 4-8-2 seencd jmpatient to ge
sout this locomotive, finiched in maxoon, lived ‘
% 8-1/2" cylindars aad piston valves 3" in diamata Greaa&y
stricted stzam £lowl Drivers ave 19-1/2" in diameugr, grate ars
: “7isquar~ feet, worxing pressure 380 p.s.¢., aud Ezactive

the | ’nusaun pieces we tmd aeen previously.




THE MODEL BENCIWEER'S ENGLAND  (ecntinued)

By 6 PM we had arvived back in Folkestone and had slighted from the bus alweost dirveectly

in front of the Garden House Hotel ~ the one wvhose advertisement for dinney sitracted

our attention esriier 4in the day. However, it is common in Englend to have dinner rather
late, so we were disappointed to leamn from & lady at the recepticn desk that the

Garden House did not serve dinner uatil 7 PM. A man at the desk offered to direct us

to a nearby vestaurant that was open. As we stood there I noticed a ham radio QSL
(verification cavd) with the call letters C40G, end the nama D. Cerdon. When the man

came from behind the recepticn desk to divect us to the restaurant I asked him 1f he

was Mr. Grrdon and he was astonished that I kunew his name until I explained that I was
also an amateur radio operator and had seen his QSL. Well, he tock us outside and pointed
out the restauvant, then on second thought offered to have the kitchen make us sandwiches
and coffce 1f that would satisfy us. It certainly would, so we washed-up while he
digappeared into the kitchen. But then he said "It is getiing se near to onr serving
time, why not just have a drirk with me, and by then the diping rcom will b2 open.” Uz
accepted his offer, but instead of going to the hotel bar as we aapected we wenl through
several deors acd passageways, and lo, we were rvight in the man'e living voom! We met

his wife, discussed our trip, saw his ham rig end before we knzw it, it was dinnexr tinmas,
After dinnmer a request to the waiter for our check brought the reply that, "Mr. Cerdom
would like you us his guests." And as 1f all that was not enough, we were then iuvit
to have coffve and read the newspaper in the hotel sitting zoom vhile Mr. Cordon chee
the timetoble Jor velng retuinlng to Loudon. Then to top it all off, he drove us i
his car to the st

The return trip scemed long becsuse we were on a stopping (lorsl) train and we waere both
tived. Put no matter; we had ridden on what Is surely the most unique steam railway in
the world, and had been recipients of grand hc&pit&li&y from a fine gentleman.

(Hote: Some of thz technical data usad in the description of the Romney, Hythe and
Dymchurch Railway was obtained from the booklet "World's Smallest Public Railway"
by P. Ransome-Wallils, published by Ian Allan Ltd, London.)

INVITATION FEROM MJLS

The following letter wes passed along by Adrisn Buyse:

-Dear Adrian,

The New Jewasey Live Sﬁ@a:s*a yould like all mambers of the Pennsylvania Live
Steamers and thedyr famillés to join us for a day of Steaming and Fellowship.

The date is Sunday, July 2nd. The holiday traffic chould be at itae slowest at
this time., NJLS will provide hot dogs and ccffee, so bring your own beex.

This iuvitation is being extended to Bastern Live »Lsamarq snd Long Ieland Ll?“
Steamers so let's have a good crowd of 'Live Steamera’ : :

Very truly yours,

John P. Muldowney, President
Hew Jersey Live Steancys

This 1s a2 very kind and tinely iavitation that we are happy to accept. Try to
cn hand. Let Doc Buyse know sufficiently in advance if you intend to go so he
in turn notify John. A mzp was published in the GAZETTE last July showing how
reach the NJLS track. Copies can be obtained from the Editor.

o 0o
A0
o



"THE MODEL ENGINEER'S ENGLAND - A visit to the Derby SMEE

By The mditor SR Tt

In an earlier edition of these chronicles, where I described our visit to a model engineer-

ing exhibition at Derby, I mentioned a gentleman by the name of Dennis Monk who had
taken a great deal of time to escourt us through the exhibits. I had later mailed a copy
of the GAZETTE to Dennis and by virtue of his prompt reply and the efficiency of H.M.
Post Office, I received a reply only three days later that included some recent issu=s
of the Derby SMEE "Blower", a diagram of their track layout, and an invitation 1> visit
them on the following Saturday. -

[ I must take some time here to praise the British mail service, where 2 -
_service is for the convenience of the public rather than the "Public Servants".

Tt is normal to be able to mail a letter in London in the morning and have
it delivered in town that afternoon. I have personally mailed a business

letter at 4 PM and then met the recipient the next morning at 9 AM with

Jetter in hand! There is even a special subway under London for mail enly.

and railroads are important carriers. ] e

>3

The invitation to visit the Derby track was hastily accepted with final arrar s en's made
by telephone. On the appointed day we went to St. Pancras station, an approvriats aoint
for the beginning of our trip since this station was opened in 1867 by the Micliard I #ti
and today we weregoing right into the heart of Midland territory - Derby. ‘e uepariezd

on the 10.05 for a two hour trip that took us through St. Albans, Lutor, Bed’vrlana
Leicster. Round trip fare was only 52,85 ($7.00). Upcn cur arrivel ab Durty e «ilke-
ed across the street to the iidland Hotel where we had a very large luch in precria‘ion .
for ou: busy afternoon. ~ i

T

Dennis was waiting for us as we came out of the hoiel and suggested tnct we siop at lis
home to see his shop and meet his wife, who would 2:comoury us 10 “he tracx, HIs
compakt shop is in a garden shed separate from the house, this necessiteted, as in he
case of most British homes, by the absence of a ba~erent. Deniis is Ageca Insypectiion’
‘Engineer for British Rail, having started with the Raliway as aa a.prentice in e
Loconotive Development Drawing Oifice at the time when e "Britaruia" Pacif.c locomo-
tives were being designed. his background with the Railway and his interest in ‘he ’

industrial archaeology of the region made for interesting conversation between hus house -
- and the track, - : . A o e

The track is located in a rural zrea outside Derby «rown s Morley Manor, It is 2 ravher

unusual track from the standpoint of the usual British irsw2lation in thet it is at zrcuad

- level, using conventional sleepers (ties) and ballest, ard with the further advantase
~ that points (switches) can be easily accommodated, Gauges of 3+ and 5" are pieviaed

in a 1089 foot layout in the form of a folded figure-~cigli, as shcwn in the sketcli.
Rectangular steel is used for rails; all switches are cual-gauge. Thece is a tuarel that
is a fantastic bit of the bricklayers!' art, being madae of two layers of orick with a semi-
-elliptic crossection, and on a curved section of tracl: at that! At its portals, the hunnel
section is outlined with black bricks which are, in turn, surrounded by a red bric!z
facing of about. six feet on a2 side with capped decorative trim on each corner., The »aond
layer of brick was being laid-up on the outside of the tunnel while we were thexe: I hive
‘since learned that the job has been completed with a covering of earth left over fror
another project. There are two bridges, one an open trucs about ten feet long mede of
tubular steel, the other a short girder bridge with scale-like features across a cuivort.
In contrastto our practice, the turntable and its radial tracks are all.at grounc. ievel,

' bpt there are sloping sections to elevated unloading and steaming tracks. Along tne
- right—of-way are strategically placed signs describing the features of the line suci: 2s,

"CLOVESWOOD SUMMIT - 431 feet above sea level", Also, in the statisn and vard’
areas there are at least six upper-quadrant semaphore signals built to exact scale and
realistically actuated by motors in theri bases. The club is now in the process of
installing a signal system over the entire line using color (oops~ "colour") light signals.
And finally, there is an “Erginemen's Hostel" where you can always get a cuppa, and

a nicely paved station platform with the inevitable white picket fence. To top this off,

‘this winter a Y3~scale signal box of Midland design has been built across from the station.



I don't recall all of the locomotives that were in steam, but among them were a 34"
gauge LNER Gresley A3 Pacific, a 5" gauge "Maid of Kent" with inside cylinders

and valve gear, an LMS 4-6-0 and a tank engine, These engines hauled passengers

on cars with raised seats and footboards at the sides so that passengers were seated in
a normal upright position with feet flat on the low-pitched footboards, Each car ' :
accommodated four or five children in this manner with very infrequent derailments.
Drivers sat similarly on raised seats, There were also several locomotives on the
turntable tracks, including a G&SWR 0-6-6T "Butch" in a very attractive ochre color,
the superb 5" gauge British Reil ex~-GWR 2-6~2T by Roy Amsbury that had won the
Championskip Cup at the 1971 M,E, Exhibition, an LNER 34" auge 4-6-0, a second
small tank engine, and the completed chassis for none less than an ALCO 2-8-0 !

Late in the afternoon we were treated to sandwiches and cake with tea by Mrs. Monk and

Mrs, Amsbury. Then it was time to leave for our train back to London, where we arrived
about 8 PM just a little bit tired, but glad to have visited a miniature railroad in England
that is as close in construction, surroundings and general atmosphere to PLS as you are
liable to encounter anywhere, :

Next month: We visit the Malden and District SME in the concluding chapter of this series.

THE PC AUCTION °

The New Yorker Magazine, ever up on what's going cn, carried some interesting
observations on this recent aucticn, They appenred in "The Talk of the Town" under
Notes and Comments in the April Sth issue. -

Inter alia we learn that the man who thought up the auction was Mr. Alotta, a Penn
Central Public Relations man who wore a conductor!s cap at the auction. The crowd
was composed laxrgely of railroad buffs, dealers and collectors, and a dealer known to
the trade as DC-7, who it is alleged represented a weli~heeled Texas rail buff.

John H, Whyte, Jr,, the cyrator of transportation at the Smithsonian, who authored
that stellar history entitled "American Locomotives® , bid $375 to carry off the steam
whistle of the John Bull, one of the early locomotives to operate in the United States.

A working model of a locomotive, nine feet long with tender, went for $2300, A PLS
live steamer who should know spotted an electric motor somewhere in the guts of the
machine, so although "working" may have described its metion , it was obviously not
powered by steam, The models of parlor cars, Pullmans and coaches, characterized
as exquisite, again pooh-poched by our PLS observer » went foxr about $50 apiece -
depression prices, said the New Yorker's man. : ' :

Live steamers known to us locally and in New Jersey who were in attendance, and who
hoped to make successful bids on some historical items, were astounded at the biddirz,
in many instances five to ten times what they thought wers going market prices.

- = Pull and Buff
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THE MODEL ENGINEER'S ENGLAND - A visit to the Malden DSME, Our last day ¢
o N ' R by the Editor

~The last day of our stay in Britain-had finally arrived - it was. Sunday, October rd, .

Several possibilities of how to spend this precious day were considere-d, including %
trip to Tyseley motive power depot where the Great Western 4-_6-Q "ng. George V

was on display in steam, The locomotive was there near the beginning of its week.-long
tour in an experiment by British. Rail to evaluate a return of steam-:hauled excursions
which had been banned from BR metals several years 2go. (The Rail Board has‘ since
relented and has approved a number of preserved locomotives for use on fgm trips under
certain specified conditions.) However enticing the sight of this engine might have been,
the miniatures won out, as we eventually decided to visit the track of the.Ma.lder} and.
District Society of Model Engineers, who were having an Open Day on t}us, their last
day of operation in the 1971 season, The Malden Society was founded in 19363 ten
years later they moved operations to their present site at Thames Ditton, about fifteen
miles from London, e LT - 200

To reach the Malden track we began by walking from our hotel at Charing Cross across
Hungerford Bridge to Waterloo Staticn., It was a rather interesting walk on this particu-
lar day because the tracks on the bridge between Charing Cross and Waterloo were
being lifted and renewed right down to the bridge stringers, and all this couid be Seen
from the walkway which is carried adjacent to the tracks. Although Waterlioo Station
was first opened. in 1848, it continued to evolve slowly until 1922, when it was
"modernized" to its present state, There is 2 large concourse inside, on one side of
which are gates leading to platforms for the twenty-one tracks that terminate here, :
Above the gates are two large indicator boards for display of arrival and depaiture -
information, The Departure Board is constanily updated to show when each of the many
trains using this station leaves and all stations at which it stops; the board must be at
least fifty feet long. The station is usually very busy and short tractors haul trains of
baggage carts, weaving in and out of the crowds in the concourse, honking horns as they
g0. There is the inevitable news stand replete with a dozen or more rzilway and model
magazines, but this one also has adjacent to it a compact, though well stocked, book

. store with am excellent selection of railway books, The store also has for sale small
cast metal badges depicting famous locomotivesy railway coats of arms and modern
hera]_ds. : i L S .

We boarded a carriage on the Shépperton stopping (local) train and thirty minutes later
alighted at Kingston—upon-Thames, where we transfecred to a bus for the short ride to
Thames Ditton, As we stood by the fence at the track watching some of the engines be~
ing steamed, our PLS badges were noticed by one of the MDSME members, George
Chaplin by name, who greeted us and devoted a. good part of the remainder of the aftor-
noon to showing us their facilities, There are two separate tracks = a ground level
7+" gauge route of about 1300 feet, and an elevated trock catering to all gauges from
344 {0 7z". Only about one half of the raised track was in use when we were there,
but construction of the other half wes virtually complete,: In fact, changes in the older
section were begun that very afternoon while irains were still running on it, and by the
time we left at the end of the day work was well advanced teward linking up the new
Section. As completed, it is about 1600 feet long in the form of a folded figure—-eight

as shown in the accompanying sketch, The elevated structure is made entirely of
vibrated precast concrete, Vertical Y~-shaped pedestals support longitudinal members
of T crossection, The pedestals raise the track about two feet above ground level,
Curved sections seemed to have longitudinals cast to approximately correct curvature,
Where the grade of the track must be Substantially raised, as at the "flyover", the
pedestals are supported on columns of concrete block; the space around the columns
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has been subsequently filled with earth to form a continuous bank from which tl_le ¥
pedestals emerge, A bridge made of I beams on concrete block abutments carries
tracks and pedestrians where the loops cross one another,

Track on the elevated line is made of 3/8x3/4 rectangular steel welded to steel ties
about 1/2" thick, The ties are fastened directly to the concrete longitudinals with an
asphaltic bond, Older sections of track had wood sleepers interspersed betwegn the
steel ties and this will presumably be done eventually on the new sections, Rails are
gauged by slots milled in steel ties and gauges are interleaved with 74" between the :
two outside rails, The ground level 74" gauge track is constructed of +x1" rectangulat
steel with short lengths of steel strap welded on the bottom at ten inch intervals for
attachment to conventional wood sleepers, which are in turn held by stone ballast.

There was tremendous activity on both tracks and throngs of people appeared for
riding and train watching, Activity on the ground level track was maintained by a

GNR Atlantic, a "Royal Scot", an 0-4~0 "Lulu" in charge of pusher duty, and a
genuine 4-4-0 American, with head light, cow catcher and spark arresting stack,

" known locally as a "cowboy engine" because of the association of this type locomotive
/in imported Western movies, The 7%+" gauge riding cars have raised seats running t_.he_
full length of the car, and low=-slung running boards for foot rests so passengers sit in
a normal upright position, Undoubtedly the most impressive feature of the ground level
track, if not the entire installation, is a signal box built and manned by the junior
members of the club. The lower helf is yellow brick and the upper part is clapb_oa.:fd

at the rear with sliding windows at the sides ond front. Inside arc block interlocking
signals, a route map, switch position indicators and a ten-lever interlocking frame
that controls switches and signals in the station area by means of cables, The signal
box is an example of inéredible craftsmanship, and inside, comparable skill is exercised
in the manipulation of the equipment to maintain smooth traffic flow on the busy line,

By mid-afternoon activity at the elevated track had reached fever pitch., 3+" gauge
engines running included an LMS 4-6-0 "Rlack Five", a "Britannia" Pezcific, an
LBSC-designed "Minx", an incomparable "Duchess of Buccleuch" Pacific, winner of
the 1956 ME Exhibition Championship, and a GNR Atlantic. In 5" gauge there was a2
GWR 0-6-0 Pannier Tank built to LBSC!'s "Pansy" design, but with added detail, and
an 0-6-0T lettered MDR (for Malden and District Rai'way??), Operation of the trains
was well controlled and very orderly., Locomotives stopped only at the passenger
loading area, and all stopped at one time, When the trains had been loaded and firing
completed, status of 2ll trains was checked by a Steward, and when he was satisified
everyone was ready to go |, there was a tweet on his whistle s his green flag came
down, and all trains departed simultaneously, making several laps at breakneck spesd
until haulted by the Steward. There were occasional delays in getting everyone ready to
depart, but once the trains moved out they went like blue blazes; whatever the initizl
delays may have been, they were more than compensated by the ability to run continuous-
1y without sporadic unscheduled stops for water, passengers, loose bolts; lack of steam,
talking to lineside passersby, etc, etc, etc, .as'we so often encounter. Large numbers
. of passengers are accommodated by this scheme on open days, and the drivers seem

to enjoy themselves despite the slight discipline to which they must submit.

The Malden Society has a spacious club house with a large meeting room, kitchen and
workshop. On one side of the meeting room is a counter served from the kitchen where
very good tea and cakes are available, The meeting room is decorated with railway
artifacts and pictures, It contains a permanent movie screen and a bulletin board,
Other buildings on the premises include an engine and carriage shed for 74" gauge
stock and a refreshment stand and ticket office for public sales, The club has publ ished
an illustrated souvenir booklet that describes the Society and the aims of the hobby,

and depicts several of the club members! locombotives, | :

o



~

Almost before we realized it, the day was coming to an end, the cro‘wds were drifting
away, boilers were being blown-down, redundant sections of the 019 elcvatcd.stmcture
were being bashed with sledge hammers, and new sections werc bemg moved into plac
to complete the new circuit, So we boarded 2 bus for the return to. Kingston where we
had an excellent dinner, then took 2 final train and Underground ride back to the hotsl
and started packing, The next day we flew home,

It is odd to reflect on the degree of scientific and technologic development that has gcne
into the modern jet airplane in view of the subsidary place this sophisticated modern
maxrvel had in our small adventure to seek out products of an earlier day - stecm
engines and locomotives - in a distant, and very friendly, country.

EPILOGUE

Not very many live steam enthusiasts will have the opportunity to revel two ful} weeks
in unfettered pursuit of their hobby as Pop and I were fortunate cnough to do, However,
as casual tourists, it is likely that some readers of this series will find themsglvgs cn
British soil, and I hope they will have the time and inclination to deviate frcm their
tourists guide books to see how ardently the hobby is foliowed where it 21l bsgan,

A rainy Sunday is a good opportunity to visit the Science Museum at South Kensingten,
London, And only a short time need be snitched from the tourist trail or business
meeting to stop in Bonds for a few steam fittings, or Buck and Ryan for some real
bargains in milling cutters. Kennions emporium is only a hali-day from Loondon, and
there you can see what a model supply house can be. When in London, just about the
best mode of travel is the Underground, and it is the most interesting,

If a trip to a club track is contemplated, it is wise to observe the various columns
devoted to club activiiies in the Model Engineer for several weeks in advance of the trip
in order to become familiar with operaiing schedules. At a very minimum the latest
issue of M,E, should be purchased as soon as possible after arriving in England.,

Most regular news dealers and all newsstands at the railway siations carry it, The
club columns can then be studied to see how a visit can be fitied into other activities

on the touring or business schedule, It is not generally necessary to meke prior
arrangements for a visit as long as the track will be in operation anyway; at each club
there is at least one gregarious member on the watch for visitors, usuzlly the Hon.
Secretary, who will notice you and introduce you to the club members and show you the
premises, Wearing a PLS badge assists the recognition process, British modellers
are interested in what we are doing so it is worthwhile to carry some photographs of
your locomotive, As to how to get to a club track, that, as they say in the ship
advertisements, is half the fun! Many of the tracks near London may be reached by
public transport, but advence planning will heip avoid arviving just as the l2st engins
is put away. A fondness for mild adventure is also necessary. The Sussex Ifiniature
Locomotive Society can be reached by a forty minute express train ride to Haywards
Heath and a short walk from the station to Beech Huxrst Park. Because they specialize
in passenger hauling there are usually engines in operation every Saturday and

Sunday that weather permits, and on some days when it doesn't permit!

Qur trip could have hardly been more interesting, The contrast between clubs was
striking, cach one having a distinctive personality that set it apart from the cthers,

but all possessing a spectrum of individual members that is quite like what you would
encounter here, One possible difference between miniature locomotives in England

and the U,S, is that in Britain they ALL steam well - nothing less is tolicrated, And the
drivers are a little more agreeable to live by rules to make running more satisifying.,
But in general, however, there are no vast differences, only enough tc make a trip

to sce British live steam very, very interesting,
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Having been fortunate enough to attend a Model Engineer Exhibition, and being,
to the best of my knowledge, the first of the local gang to have done so, I
thought a few remembrances of the event might be of interest to those who
share my enthusiasm, but have been unable to attend themselves.

The whole thing was precipitated by an advertisement by a Chestnut Hill travel
agency for a one-week "door-to-door" trip to England from January 10-17.
Phyllis suggested that such a trip, in addition to providing a much sought
mid-winter break could serve as a "mutual Christmas present" that we could give
each other to avoid (albeit with considerable expense, but much fun) the
guesswork and shopping time required by conventional presents. Further, to
reinforce her enthusiasm, she even offered to pay the cost of the tour herself,
leaving only dinner and miscellaneous expenses for me! Naturally, such an offer
could not be refused, but there was just one snag: We would be leaving on the
very day that the ME Exhibition was closing. Oh-me-oh-my! But then a call to
the travel agent revealed that a large international travel concern offers a
similar one-week package tour called "The London Show Tour'" that included air
fare on British Airways from New York, a room in an excellent London hotel with
breakfast, airport-hotel transfers and tickets to four stage shows, for less
than the normal air fare alone.* Best of all, the BA tour was available one
week earlier, enabling attendance at the ME exhibition. We took it.

We departed from home about 2 PM on Saturday, January 3rd, travelling from
Chestnut Hill to 30th Street via PC, then to New York on a Metroliner. After
the usual hassle for a cab at Penn Station (the last such hassle until we
returned, I might add) we went to the East Side Airline Terminal, where we
checked our suitcases. Then we had a very fine dinner at Le Perigord, located
a reasonable walk uptown past the United Nations building, in anticipation of
airline meals (which fulfilled our expectations). Thus fortified, we boarded a
bus at the terminal for JFK airport and were soon taking off at the scheduled
11:30 PM departure time. The flight was uneventful to the extreme, passengers
being very well behaved and considerably subdued compared to the situation one
normally encounters on summer flights. By virtue of a 150 MPH tail wind we -
landed fifteen minutes early, walked straight through British Customs and were
-in our room at the Hotel Bristol by 1:00 PM.

My usual method of operation is to get going immediately on arrival in England,
even though it ultimately means a lapse of some thirty hours without much in
the way of sleep; after all, you can always sleep when you get back! The
Exhibition is closed Sundays, so I decided to try to contact our old friend
Jack Davies, the eastern-most member of the PLS. Because he has no telephone,
contacting Jack on short notice is not easy, and though I was tempted to just
get on a train and drop in on him at his home in Egham, common sense told me
to investigate a little first. To make a long story short, Jack and George
Williams were running at the Chingford Society track (in the rain) but later
in the day I was able to arrange to visit Jack on Wednesday, this being made
possible by George, who personally visited Jack with my message and then forwarded
his answer to me.

*One-stop Tour Charter (OTC) arranged by Arthur Frommer Charters, Inc.
The basic price including all taxes and service was $339; we selected
a better, more convenient hotel for a $60 supplement.
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As part of these machinations, I had spoken by telephone to Jack Rowland, for
whom I had brought a book and a U.S. steam railroad calendar from John Caldwell,
and arranged to meet him later in the day at Kings Cross Station, where he was
going to see his son off to school. In the meantime, I left Phyllis resting

from our journey and engaged in a favored pastime: visiting London railway
stations. This was an excellent day for station-visiting, for it was the last
day of the Christmas holidays, and there were literally thousands of students
arriving in, or departing from, the London termini. First stop was Euston -

a short ride on the Victoria Line of the Underground which I boarded at Green
Park station, only one-half block from our hotel. The circulating area at Euston
was a beehive of activity, with travellers scurring in all directions. While at
Euston I stopped in at the John Menzies newsagent shop, but was disappointed to
find no evidence of the paperback railway books that used to be obtainable there,
although I did stock up on latest editions of enthusiasts' magazines and a new
copy of the 4 to Z London Street Guide with "enlarged central area maps" to
better cope with my failing near-vision. Then, it was off to Waterloo Station
for more of the same, and to Victoria for still more. Having overcome their
staff shortage, the London Underground is again providing its excellent service
with nary two or three minutes wait even in the middle of a Sunday afternoon.
Finally, the trip from Victoria to Kings Cross and my rendezvous with Jack Rowland.

When I arrived at 4:30, the queue for the 5:05 Leeds train was already long and
growing rapidly, but no sign of Jack. As it turned out, he was parking the car,
but once he had seen his son safely on board, he and his wife, Hazel, chatted
with me for some time. I passed along the package from John Caldwell, and he
gave me a book to deliver to John and a very attractive calendar for myself.

At their car Jack made a sketch of the roads leading from Egham Station to

Jack Davies' house for reference on my visit later in the week, of which more
anon. Then it was back to the hotel for shower and dress, dinner, then, at last,
to bed.

One would expect that a long sleepless period of intense activity would be
followed by a correspondingly long night of sleep, but no -~ I was wide awake at
5 AM, already anticipating events at the exhibition. No amount of tossing,
turning, drinks of water, etc., would help; I was WIDE awake. I finally did go
back to sleep at 7:30; the alarm went off at 8:00! No matter. Up, breakfast and
out by 9:15 with so much time before the exhibition opening time of 10:00 AM
that I decided to walk up Regent Street and along Oxford Street. A few zig-zags
and I was on Seymour Place, and then, there it is: Seymour Hall and the bright
orange and black signs proclaiming THE MODEL ENGINEER EXHIBITION. People coming
from all around - walking, some half running, out of cabs and busses, one in a
wheelchair - pouring through the doors and into the Exhibition. And I am with

them! THIS 1S I1T!!!

With almost unbearable excitement and anticipation, I paid my 45p admission and
walked through the main entrance into one of the most memorable experiences of
my lifeo »

As one enters the Exhibition, attention is drawn immediately toward the right
where the SMEE have a long straight up-and-back portable track of 3%" and 5"
gauge, When I entered, a 5" gauge tank locomotive, the Suzie M, was already on
duty with a trainload of five ebullient children and a cheerful adult,

Rides were 4p (8¢) for two round trips. Behind the track were shelves on
which other locomotives available for passenger hauling were displayed, and
these were brought into service at various times throughout the period of the
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Exhibition. The arduous nature of the task facing these engines was obvious
from the slight slip on starting and the sharp exhaust bark. There was no
fooling around here; a locomotive was always ready and the passengers got a
good ride at a spritely pace. The drivers took obvious pride in their work,
one in particular being adept at accelerating quickly, a short open-throttle
run, then, braking gently at first, and finally stopping with the locomotive
buffers no more than ) inch from the buffer stops. He acknowledged my silent
admiration with a wink and was off again to repeat the feat in reverse. At the
far end of the track D. E. Lawrence stationed himself almost continuocusly
preparing the "engineman's friend", assisting drivers prepare replacement
locomotives, taking a picture once in a while and chatting with spectators.
Also at that end was Bill Carter, Track Superintendent of the SMEE, who saw
that a train was always available to accommodate the ever-ready passengers.
Occasionally a train would dispatch a load of full tea cups to the starting
point for the ticket seller, or a load of empties back to Laurie,

At the extreme end of the track was the SMEE workshop, a counter-like affair
behind which were several of the knowledgeable men who are frequent contributors
to the Model Engineer. George H. Thomas, seated next to a Myford lathe, had a
cross slide with a quick-acting lever for engaging and disengaging the tool
during thread cutting operations. This device has a repeatability of 0.2 mil
and obviates the need to crank the crossfeed out at the end of each cut and
back again with the main crossfeed handle, the latter being required only to
advance the tool as required by the new thread cutting depth. He had another
cross slide with a gear-driven screw and tapered roller bearings to take the
screw thrust load. Another item was a set of bending rolls of 10" capacity with
two adjustable rollers that permitted making rings without straight sections at
the ends of the material,

Next to Mr. Thomas there was a demonstration of fly-cutting on a Westbury-Dore
milling machine, and gear cutting. Gears were made with hobs previously
machined at the Exhibition. At the end of the SMEE workshop, D. H. Chaddock
demonstrated his Quorn tool grinder and answered a continuous flow of questions
about this unique and very popular device. Prof. Chaddock also demonstrated
home built Electrical Discharge Machining (EDM) equipment using an electrical
discharge to erode metal for generation of intricate shapes that would be
otherwise difficult or impossible to manufacture, or for removal, by destruction,
of broken taps. This device consists of a small motor to drive the copper forming
electrode, and a power supply to charge a capacitor. A control circuit with
connections to both the electrode and the workpiece causes the motor to advance
the electrode until it contacts the work, discharging the capacitor and gener-
ating an arc that erodes the workpiece. The arc is generated under a layer of

- thin oil and, when completed several times a second gradually forms a hole in
the workpiece that is a replica of the electrode shape. For instance, Prof.
Chaddock showed "L" shaped slots made in hardened steel and round holes made
similarly using a tubular copper electrode. The workshop area was continuously
ringed by on-lookers two or three layers deep. There was intense interest here,
and it was often amusing to hear one of the occupants of an outer layer of
spectators mutter, "Why doesn't that bloke move along so the rest of us can
talk to Prof. Chaddock", only to see that same individual later engrossed in
discussing some topic completely oblivious of similar mutterings about himself!
But it was all good, enjoyable, informative fun, and obviously one of the more
popular reasons for attending the exhibition. :
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The SMEE had additional exhibit space at the extreme end of the hall, and here.
they had a display of photographs depicting their activities; paintings of railway
scenes; samples of members' work, including a series of neat "Thesus'" statiomary
engines in three sizes, beam engines, a Quorn grinder, a small power hacksaw and
numerous locomotives and components; and a display of their Journal, a most
prodigious publication of Society news, historical and technical articles. Later
in the week some of these were on sale, and I was fortunate to be able to purchase
two editions, one commemorating the 75th Anniversary of the Society in 1973.

This portion of their exhibit was staffed by well-informed members who acted as
Stewards to answer questions about the Society or any phase of model engineering.

The raison d'etre for the M.E. Exhibition is, of course, the model competition,

and what magnificent models they were! Each had been judged by a panel composed
of accomplished model engineers who graded every competition entry with a point

score weighted in accordance with the attributes tabulated below:

EXHIBITION SCORING

Workmanship 200
Finish . 100
Quantity of Work 100
Suitability of Material Used 50
Fidelity to Prototype 150

Maximum Marks: 600

The first place entry in each of several classifications is awarded a Championship
Cup. Lesser awards are Silver and Bronze Medals, Very Highly Commended and
Commended. Additional special or memorial awards are also made. A further
competition for the Duke of Edinburgh Challenge Trophy ~ the epitome of excellence
in model engineering - is held every year for previous winners of Championship Cup
or a Medal.

Taking locomotives first, winner of the Championship Cup was a 5" gauge LBSCR
4-6-4 Baltic Tank. This particular locomotive was No. 333, Remembrance, the
prototype of which was dedicated to the Company men who perished in the First
World War. This example was painted light gray with black smokebox and black

and white lining, a temporary color scheme the railway used for new locomotives
that were to be photographed because of its superior rendition by the orthochromatic
photographic materials of the day. This particular engine happens to be my
favorite of all British types, and actually standing next to such a superb
miniature rendition was nearly overwhelming. I had never before seen such crafts-
manship outside a museum. The paint was just about perfect, no dust occlusions
evident anywhere and just the right degree of gloss. Where a trim line came to

a bolt, the line went up the side of the head, across the top, and down the other
side! The Wakefield lubricator even had raised lettering on the top cover per
prototype. Driver spokes were smooth and thin. A small hatch in one of the side
tanks was retained by two miniscule hinges. In short, this miniature locomotive
was characterized by elegance and perfection; there could be no argument that it
had received its just reward.

Though perhaps not representing the "Quantity of Work' of Remembrance, but its
near equal in most other respects, was a 5" gauge Caledonian 2-4~0, entered by
Roy Amsbury of the Derby Society of Model and Experimental Engineers., It was
finished in the dark blue of the Caley, with rich brown valances and tender outside

frames. Its huge drivers extended above the boiler centerline, half-hidden by
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handsome splashers, each with a séries of radially-placed tapered oval openings,
each opening being surrounded by a thin white trim line, Considering that there
was a total of fifty of these openings (counting both sides of the locomotive),
~and around each one was a trim line involving four tangent junctions of curved
and straight lines, there were two hundred of these pesky exercises in drafting,
all perfectly executed. (I must admit I did not see the off-side of this loco-
motive due to its position in the exhibit, but there is no reason to doubt that
the invisible side was just as perfect as the viewable one.) The cab was a
treasury of exact - that is exact - scale fittings, for which Mr. Amsbury is
well known through his recent construction articles in M.E, He also makes his
own pressure gauges. The engine was accompanied by a miniature display case
containing a water pail, jack and wood handled shovel.

Not that all the entries were in this stratosphere of mechanical excellence.

Far from it! Some were the obvious products of tyros while still others, though
being of generally good quality, had a lapse or two that the builders must have
well known would keep them out of the top rank. Yet they were all entered in

the true spirit of an exhbition: To display a recent accomplishment in mechanical
arts for the pleasure of others. In that vein there were almost too many Tich's
to count, an LBSC Juliet, a Rob Roy 3'3'"gauge 0-6-0T and, for what was to me the
most endearing design of locomotive I have encountered, a 2%" gauge narrow gauge
4-6-0T appropriately named Little Treasure. Almost a caricature with its large,
if not outsize, cab, diminutive cylinders, a tall narrow copper-capped stack and -
most unusual for a British engine -~ a red cow catcher, Each of these components
would appear "funny" on another locomotive, yet collectively, they were unques-
tionably logical and in just the right proportion. No prizes; no special citations;
but to me, it was one of the highlights of the entire exhibition.

Aroused from my reverie, I must get back to those award winners., A British Rail
Brittannia Pacific R. A. Riddles in 3%" gauge received the J. N. Maskelyne Memorial
Trophy. As an aside, after the presentation of my slides of the Exhibition at the
PLS AGM, Harold Geissel told me his early inspiration for excellence in drafting
came from the published drawings of J.N.M.

There was an excellent GWR King William III (V.H.C.), a Southern "Schools" class,
and the 2-10-0 Evening Star, the last locomotive built by B.R., all in 3% " gauge.
In 5" gauge, the LCDR 2-4~0 AsZia received a Silver Medal, and there were also
many other worthy entries in 1-1/16" scale. (Many of the British enthusiasts I
talked to scarcely believe that we use 4-3/4" gauge in 1" scale, and are often
unaware that it was once the proper gauge in Britain, too!) To round out the
locomotives there was a display of small-scale models, most interesting of which
was a Gauge 1 live steam replica of the 4-6-2 Duchess Class City of Birminghan.

Ships were well represented by models in many classifications., Among them were
large scale paddle steamers, naval ships and several tugs, all with operating
power plants employing steam, I.C. or electric propulsion. There were large

RC sailboats, waterline models, old sailing ships completely rigged, ships in
bottles, and modern motor launches. The one I liked best was a %" scale bomb
ketch Granado that had been awarded a Silver Medal. Its hull was a work of art
with perfectly fitting planking and plugged screw holes typical of the original.,
To my inexperienced eyes this ship appeared superior to Le Sphimx, a French sailing
paddle steamer also in %" scale, which received the Championship Cup. However,
both these models, as well as others in the same classification, were located on
a shelf somewhat too high and too distant for detailed observation, making a
thorough study by the casual spectator rather impossible. Lack of time permitted
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only one visit to the swimming pool-cum~model boat marina where regularly scheduled
demonstrations of radio controlled power boats were given to a delighted audience
of young and old.

Stationary engines and steam plants were exhibited in profusion. They included

no less than two renditions of the M.E. 1" scale beam engine, a Stuart Turner beam
engine, a §.T. No. 5 engine which was nicely lined, and a lagged vertical boiler
mounted on a base with a small coal bin, water tank and feed pump, The same

builder also displayed a nine cylinder rotary aircraft engine. I thought the most
intriguing entry of this type was an elaborate electric generating plant in which

a large alternator and exciter were driven by a gas engine with complete auxiliaries,
It would take hours of close scrutiny to fully examine and appreciate the intricacies
of this plant. All pipe joints were flanged; a maintenance platform for the engine
was surrounded by neat railing and reached by twin ladders; electrical equipment

was especially realistic.

The popularity of steam road vehicles as objects for modelling was well attested

to by the many traction engines on display, The recently described Mimnie traction
. engine was there in great numbers and when seen "in person" appears larger than

its 1" scale might suggest. Of course the popular Allchin 1%" scale Royal Chester,
probably the most widely duplicated traction engine, was also well represented,
Off-beat interest was provided by a steam wagon in which the entire engine was
visible just ahead of the driver's position. A Silver Medal was justly awarded

to a 2" scale Wallis and Steevens roller finished in chocolate brown and black

with yellow lettering and lining. The mechanisms of these vehicles are fantas-
tically complex, surpassing those of most locomotives in terms of ingenuity and

are certainly easily appreciated in the large scale of this roller. However, for
pure perfection, for detail executed with precision beyond all belief, and for the
very pinnacle of the model builder's art, there was nothing at the entire exhibition
to surpass the 1" scale Burrell showman's engine that received the Championship Cup.
The perfection exercised in its finish and lining defies description; headlamps
with exquisite detail; impeccable machine work throughout; displayed in a handsome
case along with a set of scale firetools and three miniature oil cans; and, gentle
reader, constructed in its entirety by a lady!

There were several clocks on display, and I regret that I did not take more time
to look at them (no pun intended). One of particular interest was an astronomical
clock with a separate dial for each unit of time from the year to the second.

Some workshop tools and fixtures were displayed, but not as many as I had expected.,
There were also interesting and well executed models of railway cars, automobiles
and motor cycles, a Colt revolver in a case, a rifle with tooled silver ornamenta-
tion, farm vehicles, military vehicles, full-size musical instruments and wood
carving. The Duke of Edinburgh Trophy (the award for the best previous winners)
was presented for a model of a loom that actually had woven a piece of fabric

from reels of cotton thread stored behind the loom. A mass of cams, gears and cog
belts surmounted by a scale frame stopped in the process of weaving the fabric
mentioned above, it was a very unusual model imaginatively displayed.

Several model engineering societies had display stands. Among them were the
Tramway and Light Railway Society who had recreated a street scene in which several
of their members' 3/4" scale trams were displayed. The trams had complete interiors
and were brightly painted and adorned with gayly colored advertising of the era.
Most were double-deckers with spiral staircases at their ends. The Chingford,

North London and St. Albans societies all had stands featuring models, tools and
machinery built by their members. The North London Society of Model Engineers
exhibited LBSC's original Mong. LBSC was North London's patron, and I was told

that four or five of Curly's original locomotives are presently owned by Society

-
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members. In a conversation with Mr. C. J. Drayson from North London, I learned
that on the infrequent occasions when LBSC entertained club members at his

house, after they had chatted at length in his shop he would offer to let them
choose a locomotive from his many miniatures on shelves about the walls, and then
they would take it out to his garden track for a run. Mr., Drayson also said that
Curly's shop was extremely neat and well kept, almost to the point of appearing
that no work was done there!

Amongst the club stands was the Southern Federation of Model Engineering Societies
which now numbers over forty individual clubs who have banded together for mutual
benefits, including a very inexpensive insurance program, discounts on tools and
materials, and organization of rallies throughout the running season. On hand
during the entire Exhibition was Don Coventry, the Hon. Secretary, who provided
information on the Federation, discussed steam locomotives in general and
dispensed who-knows~how-many cups of tea. This stand had an operating hot air
engine and an LBSC steam crane. For a while they also exhibited a photograph

of the PLS multi-gauge switch, which seemed to attract some’ interest. Don was
also kind enough to allow me to leave my coat and brief case at the stand and
further provided a tip on a good pub for lunch; the Laurie Arms P.H. made a rest-
ful spot for a pint and a sandwich of fresh baked ham.

Display stands across the aisle from the SMEE track were occupied by four
commercial establishments, all of whom were enjoying great interest on the part

of attendees whenever I happened past. The stand nearest the exhibit entrance

was occupied by N. Mole, who displayed Boxford lathes (similar in design to the
South Bend models), Unimat and Maximat lathes and accessories, their own model
drill press, their preprietary motorized milling attachment for use on a lathe
and a display board full of various small tools and instruments. Even though

they had considerable exhibit area, their stand was crowded with salesmen and
potential customers, so here I just browsed and listened in on snippets of conver=-
sation.

Next was a display of small lathes by Perris. Although I had seen pictures in
advertisements for this lathe many times in M.E., I was not prepared for the
businesslike design and excellent construction that actually characterize them,
They are genuine miniature lathes with all the features of a full-size model,
and capable of all operations expected of a lathe - within their capabilities.
Just the thing for a beginner, apartment dweller or for turning parts that are
just too small for the proper "feel" on a conventional-size lathe.

I had made a list in advance of our trip of various Sievert propane torch and

burner components I hoped to acquire while in Britain, thus, I was more than

happy when, arriving at the next stand, where Kenneth Johns had a full display

and sales facilities for the Sievert range, to find that the items I wanted =

as well as many other Sievert products - were being sold at a "Special Exhibition
Discount" of 35% off the regular price. Each of their display burners was

connected to a manifold enabling them to be ignited individually or several

at once so a comparison of relative flame size could be immediately made to aid {
in selection in accordance with requirements. The largest burner, over 1-3/4 ;
inches in diameter, produces a flame almost two feet long, guaranteed to deliver

all the pre-heat necessary for boiler brazing. Smaller ones, down to needle

flame sizes were also available, as were regulators, hoses and handle assemblies

and all at reduced prices; reduced from the new inflatiomary prices, that is,

but still an excellent buy for anyone needing this equipment. All stops were

out at their exhibit where a factory technical demonstrator was in attendance



-8 -

augmented throughout the Exhibition by various craft workers and well-known model
builders who demonstrated their art or answered questions. Again, it was a case
of an exhibitor doing something right, judging from the keen interest and brisk
sales. Myford had the next stand and as might be expected of the leading
supplier of lathes to model engineers in England, they enjoyed a continuous
stream of visitors and potential customers.

There were many other commercial exhibitors, concentrated mostly along one aisle,
but also scattered in other parts of the exhibition hall, Argus Books, the
publishing arm of M.A.P. had two stands fully stocked with model engineering
publications. Traction Engine Enterprises had a wide range of records and books
as well as complete volumes and individual copies of back-dated Model Engineers.
I was able to complete my M.E. file back to 1927 by the acquisition of an unbound
Volume 69, the individual copies of which were nicely packaged together in
polyethelene. They also had a pile of very old issues that were being sold
individually at 25p each or 5 for £1. I picked out a random selection of five
issues from 1901 to 1914 to read for general interest. Kennion's had a fully
stocked stand which offered copper, brass and steel in sheets, angles and rod,
locomotive fittings, rivets, hex screws and nuts and small tools. T bought a
length of each size hex bronze from 3/16" to 5/8" to use for boiler fittings.
Then there were the purveyors of toy soldiers, plastic kits, clock kits, military
publications, bottle cutters and eyeglass cleaners (!), all of which had no
interest for me (at least when there was so much good stuff abounding) but

which attracted hoards of youngsters and like-minded adults. While I can sympa-
thize with our English brethren regarding these deviants from true model
engineering, there is little doubt that they are an economic necessity from the
promoter's point of view and might well be accepted, if not patronized, by real
enthusiasts who might otherwise find greatly diminished support from the organizers.

Almost before I realized it, the time was 6:00 PM, and I had to leave my first day
at the Exhibition, but still feeling exhilerated, I walked through the area of
foreign embassies back to the hotel.

The next day began at 4:30 AM when I again wakened prematurely and again was
unable to get back to sleep, reviewing events of the first day at Seymour Hall :
and anticipating things to come. Finally it was time to get up and after break-
fast in the hotel dining room, I bid Phyllis goodbye again and went to St. Pancras
Station, where I was to meet Dennis Monk on his arrival from Derby at 10:06.

Many of the exhibits were revisited while Dennis provided background information
on a number of the locomotives. He introduced me to Prof. Chaddock, with whom we
subsequently had a long and informative talk. Dennis also knows William Hughes,
and I had an opportunity to speak with him for a while again, having first met

him in Derby when there in 1971 with Pop. Bill writes quite a lot for the

Model Engineer under his own name as well as a nom de plume. He is a judge at

the exhibition and had some interesting sidelights in that respect. Dennis was
also on the watch for another friend, Martin Evans, who we later met with his wife.
During our brief chat I gave Mr. Evans some slides of Pop's Phantom.that he had
previously indicated interest in for possible publication.

While near the Southern Federation stand we came upon none other than Jack Davies
and George Williams and engaged in what Jack would call a "chin wag". 1 noticed
that the old timers at the exhibition are at least as interested in talking to
their pals as they are in.seeing the exhibits, which, after attending for many,
many years is natural, I suppose.
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The LBSC Memorial Bowl Competition is for locomotives designed by the late

L. Lawrence and depends not just on the appearance of the model but, character-
istically of that gentleman's designs, actual performance on the track. As far
as I am aware only three locomotives were entered, these being Pansy a 5" gauge
0-6-0 Pannier Tank in London Transport livery, the 3%" gauge 2-6-0 Princess
Marina, and a 5" gauge Titfield Thunderbolt based on the famous Lion. All were
well constructed and although I didn't witness the track trials, I was told later
that Titfield Thunderbolt was the victor. David Neish, who visited us last
Spring from Guildford, is building one of these.

We departed the Exhibition at about six in the evening, returning to the hotel
for Phyllis. Then we had dinner together at Rules before going to St..Pancras
to see Dennis off for his return to Derby.

In all I was able to attend the exhibition for two full days and two half days.
This is not enough time, at least for the first experience there. For one thing,
the large number of people inhibit circulation among, and access to, the exhibits.
At the exhibits themselves, one often had to wait several minutes to closely
scrutinize a model, but then there was the constant "social pressure! to move
along so the next person could enjoy them. This was especially true in the case
of Championship Cup winners. The throng did tend to diminish around tea time
(4:00 PM) and that was the only time photography was feasible. In terms of
numbers, I was told that on the Friday before our arrival, January 2, there were
9,000 visitors and the influx was so great there were long lines at the ticket
windows, An unfortunate side effect of the great number of people shuffling

about is that considerable dust is inevitably stirred up which finally settles

on the models.” By the time I was there, after the Exhibition had been in progress
for over a week, this condition had reached the stage where the dust was beginning
to obscure the quality of finish and details on some of the models. The crowd
problem should be ameliorated beginning next year when the Exhibition will be
moved to a new convention center at Wembley.

Another reason for the shortage of time is that there is just too much to see!

In addition to the principal exhibits, there are small objects scattered throughout
the area that you would like to stop and examine, but often hesitate because

other, more significant exhibits, are beckoning. Also, it is easy to expend an
hour or more at each club stand just talking, and although this is part of the

fun, it does put a strain on time allotment.

My two half-days at the Exhibition were Thursday and Friday afternoon, having
spent the mornings in book stores and running around London. Finally, late on
Friday, I had a ride on the SMEE track behind a GWR 2-6-2T, then quickly took my
leave, not chancing a backward glance.

Wednesday the whole day was spent away from Seymour Hall, primarily to visit

Jack Davies. I got the 9:54 stopping train from Waterloo and, after alighting

at Egham Station, was doing well following Jack Rowland's street map until I
encountered roadworks where an interchange for the new M25 ringroad is being
constructed. This meant that some of the roads I wanted to traverse were unpass-
able, the result being that I was soon hopelessly lost! Some good came of my
misfortune however, as I came upon a monument marking the site of a Roman wall,
as well as having a good view of Great Fosters, a hotel in what was originally a
hunting lodge of Queen Elizabeth I. Eventually I did get to Jack's, and he soon
had the tea hot and my seemingly endless walking was forgotten.
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Jdck surprised me with the progress he has made with his latest locomotive, his
thirteenth (!), an early Stephenson 2-2-2 of the LNWR. It necessitated a lot

of research on Jack's part as there are no complete drawings of this specific
prototype, but by piecing together bits of information from various sources he
is arriving at as accurate a representation as possible. Drivers, placed well
toward the rear, are from Maid of Kent castings, while the two sets of large
forwarded-mounted carrying wheels are made from castings intended for a Stirling
Single tender. It promises to be an unusual model that will possess all the
grace in action of an outside cylinder single-wheeler. It looks fast even
standing still!

Because I am interested in the Virginia and Truckee J., W. Bowker as a possible
next locomotive, we spent considerable time looking over Jack's 5" gauge model.
He has used a displacement lubricator with sight feed on this engine and
mentioned that all his recent locomotives have had similar lubricators. Beside
being able to meter much smaller quantities of oil, the displacement lubricator
permits the locomotive to be turned upside down without concern for oil running
from its reservoir. Jack has engines literally all over his house; there was
3/4" scale Buffalo Bill (alias Virginia), and in a corner on the floor, his
freelance 3%" gauge New York Central 2-8-0 Mimnehaha. Still another was the
Manning Wardle 3%" gauge 1%" scale 2-6-2 of the Lynton and Barnstable Railway
with outside Joy valve gear that he expects to have in steam for the first time
this Spring. Being a narrow gauge locomotive with small drivers, this engine
should have tremendous passenger hauling capacity.

By now it was well into the afternoon so we hopped in Jack's car for a short drive
to his "local", the Prince Albert where we had some brew and some of the best
Shepherd's Pie I've eaten. We had a bit of a time getting the car started after
lunch, so when we got back to Jack's home we limited the length of our "chin wag"
in case he needed some of the afternoon for a visit to the garage, and around

3 o'clock I was on the train for my return to London. During the ride back, try
as I would to watch the sights pass by the carriage window, I kept nodding until

I finally gave in and.went sound to sleep until we arrived back at Waterloo;

the "jet lag" had finally caught up!

On Saturday another journey was made from the metropolis; this time to Stafford,
where I was to again meet Don Amey of the Stafford and District Model Engineering
Society. The 140 mile distance was traversed with two intermediate stops in
exactly the scheduled time of 109 minutes, mile after mile being timed at less
than 35 seconds each (better than 103 mph). Don met me at the station, then we
drove a short distance to his modern home in the rural town of Weston where he
introduced me to his wife before we set off on our next stop, the home of

John Tew, Secretary of the Society. John is building a GWR 45XX 2-6-2T Firefly
in 5" gauge. Chassis and boiler, nearly completed were set up for me in his

shop so I could see his progress and study some of the details on his locomotive
that are not too apparent on drawings already examined. His shop, typical of
British model engineers, is in a shed behind his house. It is about six feet by
eight feet in floor area, well lighted from several windows, and has a work bench
along one wall and a bench for his lathe along another wall. Time was moving
along at too fast a rate, and we soon had to leave John's snug shop and take a
quick glance at his 3/4" scale Juliet before we were off to the Society track a
few minutes away at the County Showgrounds.
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The c¢lub receives their site in return for hauling passengers on the few days a
year when the county fair is in progress. In addition, they have a portable
track for use at nearby fetes which is booked well in advance for this Spring.
They derive considerable income from the two tracks, many hundreds of pounds, in
fact, not to mention the pleasure which obviously attends their efforts. One of
the members had brought his completed Speedy chassis for me to see and another
showed the 2-8-0 chassis and tender for Nigel Gresley, both of which were charac-
terized by fine workmanship. (A sudden though: since a Championship Cup has been
awarded to a lady for her traction engine, will the modern idiom demand that we
refer to workpersonship?)

Anyway, it was cold and windy so we didn't tarry long in our admiration of the

two chassis before retiring to the Clubhouse, an attractive building with large
windows on three sides. Inside, John Matthews, President of SDMES, made a short
speech to the ten or so of us assembled and, to my complete astonishment announced
that I had been made a Lifetime Honourary Member, and presented me with a Member-
ship Card signed by those present! Not only that, they also presented to me a
lovely Wedgwood covered candy dish, a product of Staffordshire to commemorate my
visit. What grand lads these are, and how sorry that I could not stay longer, but
the clock was still moving, so we returned to Don's house.

Before lunch Don showed me his shop where he recently completed a 5" gauge 0-6~0
Simplex that has already seen extensive duty in passenger hauling. At present
he is finishing a Westbury-Dore vertical milling machine. He has also made a
1}" scale Allchin traction engine. His shop, also about six feet by eight feet,
is somewhat unique in that it is within his house and is therefore easy to keep
warm, especially due to . the proximity of the central heating plant. Dierdre,
Don's wife had prepared a fine and elaborate luncheon that we finished with

just enough time for me to get back to the station at Stafford. Although I had
reading material for my return trip, I found it more satisfying to sit back and
gaze at the passing countryside while contemplating these most pleasurable day's
events until, almost before I realized it, we were back at Euston Station exactly
on schedule, thanks to the faultless performance of electric locomotive 87006
and her crew.

Saturday was capped with dinner at Claridges. We departed Heathrow at 10:00 AM
Sunday, the most significant event of our return being "requested" by the Steward
to move into the First Class section of the airplane! 1In that regard it is worth
noting - that anyone travelling on a charter flight should try to arrive early for
checkin and inquire about availability of First Class seats, for if the entire
plane is sold for the charter, there is no price differential and it may just as
well be you sitting in those wide 2 x 2 seats as someone else.

That's it. If you stayed with me this far you know what kind of time I had.
There is just nothing more to say. :
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FROM ACROSS THE POND

by Robert G. Thomas
Philadelphia, U.S.A.

Warrress For “lARknw WempLex SME NewsSLETTER -~ \960

Upon arriving home from work one evening last spring, I was immediately intrigued
by the arrival in the day's mail of a thick packet bearing a U.K. postmark., With
increasing anticipation I hastily opened it to find two recent issues of the CON ROD,
this having been thoughtfully arranged by Don Coventry, a "fellow conspirator" of
several years., Accompanying these absorbing journals was a note from the new
Editors suggesting I might send 2 few words about activities in the U.S. So, without
further explanation, here is a description of some of the events 1've been engaged in
recently.

Although not strictly in the category of model engineering, certainly. one of the most
memorable occasions of late was the opportunity to witness the steaming of a full size
Allis Chalmers triple expansion stationary steam engine. This engine, with cylinders
21" x 38" x LEM ¥ 36N stroke, is operated once a year by the enlightened management
of the Garden State Water Company at Phillipsburg, New Jersey. Tlie professed
reason for running the engine is to ensure it is fit for emergency service in case of
failure of the electrically driven pumps, but I suspect that a love of steam power and
a benevolent heart have more than a little to do with it! This year's running was
preceeded by an excellent article about the engine in Live Steam Magazine so when
we arrived at the site, the temporary car park was nearly full. Inside, the Company
had laid on refreshments, steam was nearly up to working pressure in the gas fired
boilers, and there were enthusiasts milling around everywnere. However, even
though there must have been well over a hundred visitors there was no crowding at
all, for the engine house was originally designed for two engines, only one having
been installed, thus enabling a choice of distant or close-up vantage points and
plenty of space to circulate.

Precisely at the appointed hour of 11 AM, the Chief Engineer began the warm-up
process and before long the engine slowly came to life. The cylinders are supported
on three cylindrical trunk crosshead guides strangely reminiscent of the familiar
Stuart Turner arrangement. Two flywheels, one between each outer trunk guide
and the central trunk, are no less than fifteen feet in diameter. Pump rams, locaied
in a pit beneath the engine, are coupled directly to the engine crossheads by heavy
vertical rods. The pumps have a capacity of six million U,S. gallons per day at a
head of 445 feet. I must admit being somewhat dismayed by a trace of vibration and
a few whiffs of steam issuing from piston rod glands, but perhaps one is too harsh

in eriticizing such an enormous mechanism that languishes in idleness for 364 days

a year. In any case, it was an exciting experience, punctuated by a surprise shower
for a few innocent on-lookers when a joint in an auxiliary water pipe burst. The
unfortunate victims accepted their plight with good nature; after all the test run was
made for the purpose of discovering just that sort of fault - wasn'tit?

Guests had free run of the engine house and boiler room for chatting with friends,

old and new. Some simply stood alone and stared for long moments, transfixed by

the relentless motion and hypnotic clicking of the Corliss valve gear. Finally, as

the stop valve was closed and the engine drifted to a stop, a round of applause went

up from the multitude in appreciation for the opportunity to share a moment of nostalgia.

Next time, with the Editors' permission, 1'1l describe some of the existing and planned
facilities at my club, the Pennsylvania Live Steamers, and tell of some of the running

-events of the past year.
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by Rcbert G. Thomas
Philadelphia, U.S,A.

The two most notable events at my club, the Pennsylvania Live Steamers, are meets
(rallies) held on two-day holiday weekends in May and September. The PLS track is
a multi~gauge continuous loop comprised of 23", 33" and 44" gauges in the form of a
long oval bent to a right angle at the middle. To the amazement, if not amusement, of
my British friends, this is a ground level track; that's right, a2 24" gauge track on
the ground! Yet this is no novelty for PLS, having had this arrangement since the
inception of the club in 1946, nor does it present a particular problem with regaxrd to
stability when one uses the method of riding to be described later. :

Construction of the present track began in 1973 when the club was forced to vacate

its original site of 24 years occupancy. The new track is on 5% acres of ground
purchased by the club in a semi-rural area about thirty miles from the center oi
FPhiladelphia. Curves have a minimum radius of 50' and are superelevated for a design
speed of 10 mph. Transition sections at entry and exit from curves virtually eliminate
- instability caused by acceleration effects typical of constant-radius bends. Track was
built in prefabricated sections of 10' length in assembly fixtures. Individual fixtures
were made for straights and for curves of 50', 70' and 100' radius. Each fixture
consists of a plywood trough with cleats inside to position two full~length 2" x 2"
longitudinal battens. The battens are laid in first, then ties (sleepers% are dropped
into locating slots and fastened to the battens with galvanized nails. Flat-bottom
aluminium rails are fixed to ties with long stainless screws driven by an electric hand
drill equipped with an inexpensive speed reducing adaptor. All wood parts were treated
before assembly to resist rot. Curve radius is established by the jig used, although
rails are rolled to approximate radius before fastening. Superelevation is provided
by sawing ties with a taper across their length so that after being nailed {o batiens

the taper appears across the top of the ties and hence across the rail heads, Transition
curves are generated by use of one 100' radius section and one 70' section with
superelevation graded throughout the transition. Assembly crews frequently had all

- four fixtures in use at once, taking about forty minutes to build one section. That the
effort required to build the jigs was well spent can be appreciated from the knowledge
that the entire 780" of track required was assembled in only three days. Sections
were finished by trimming rails with a saw guiding fixture then drilling holes for fish
plate bolts through the rails with another jig. Completed sections were finally put

in carefully pre-planned locations on a layer of ballast. More ballast was then tamped
in and eventually the track was edged with curbing blocks to prevent migration of
ballast into surrounding soil. :

Returning to riding technique, it must first be understood that PLS does not do much
public passenger hauling, and that which is done is generally handled on 42" gauge:
using riding cars with transverse foot supports at the front of the car or narrow
footboards at the sides. The REAL fun, however, is reserved for the 24" gauge
enthusiast. My riding car is 52" long with an inclined chest support near the front
and 2 sponge rubber knee pad at the rear (middle age, y'know). It is fittingly named
"Purley Caks", although the significance of that is lost on most of the local arabs.
Being 2 purist, the trucks (bogies) run on 21" gauge, same as the locomotive. The
sheer exhilaration experienced when riding behind a diminutive 4~6-0 with your head
a scant six inches behind the tender almost defies description: ballast and ties merging
into one blur; connecting rods flashing right at eye level; tender rocking; footplate
swaying as the engine leans into curves and sprints into the straights. Pure Delight!

The next article will tell more about activity at PLS and some of the other clubs in
northeastern U.S. : :
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by Robert G. Thomas
Philadelphia, U.S.A,

Model engineers in the U.S., not sharing the benefits of a compact country enjoyed by
our British counterparts, must generally contend with substantial distances if it is
desired to visit another club. For example, the Pennsylvania Live Steamers' track

is (only) 23 miles from my home, but the next nearest club is 75 miles away, the next
is 180 miles, and then 300 miles. And this is in the northeastern region of the country
where population density is relatively high; in more isolated sections there might be
well over 1000 miles between club tracks =-- something to contemplate the next time
you're trekking all the way from West Ruislip to Roxbourne Paxk!

Despite the distances involved, there is a considerable interchange of visitors among

club members in the northeast. So it was, that my wife and I departed on an August

Friday last summer for the 300 mile journey to Boston and a weekend meet at the
Waushakum Live Steamers. The Waushakum track is the most "English” track I know

of in the U.S., being an elevated line for $" and 1" scale equipment with nicely

landscaped grounds and scale-like auxiliary buildings at lineside. The picture was

- made complete this year by the presence of & "Pansy", a "Tich", an LNER "Royal
Sovereign" driven by an ex-GWR fireman, a Southern Mogul from Canada, and an A3

under construction. A contrast to British practice is "side saddle" riding rather than
“straddle®, making firing on~the-run somewhat difficult. LBSC would have liked it though.

The locomotive I took to Waushakum was a1" scale 2-4~0 built by my father, as my 23"
gauge engine would not have had a running facility at Waushakum. My father's engine
features a unique boiler mounting which permits complete separation form the chassis
by the removal of four bolts between smokebox and saddle, and three bolts between
drag beam and backhead. All steam and water connections are made at once through
gasketed flat mating surfaces at the smokebox/saddle interface, thereby eliminating
all individual pipe fittings. Assembly or disassembly takes less than five minutes.
The real beauty of the scheme, however, is that the locomotive may be separated into
two easily-handled components, boiler weighing 56 pounds and chassis only 48 pounds.
A further dividend is that with boiler removed there is unexcelled accessibility to
chassis interior components for lubrication or maintenance. This engine has outside
cylinders and valve gsar, but think of the advantages of a removable boiler on an engine
with cylinders or valve gear between the frames.

Returning to the rally at Waushakum, the club had received a quantity of bituminous
coal "at a very attractive price”. The coal might better have been called "stiif tar",
for it contained a high proportion of volatile products and made prodigious clouds of
dense, aromatic smoke that is so dear to the hearts of American railroad enthusiasts.
It was not without its problems though, for after two hours of running my locomotive
suddenly stopped generating steam, even with the blower fully on. Of course the
problem was clogged tubes, but I wasn't prepared for the sight the firebox tube sheet
presented: the entire lower row of tubes was caked with a solid coating of half-burned
coal, and even the upper rows of tubes had their bores reduced to 3/16" and less.
But the fun of making smoke like the "bigguns" (in the U.S, that is, certainly not as
in the U,K,) made the flue sweeping chore well worthwhile, .

Toward evening, after most of the locomotives had been taken off the track for the day,
a train was made up with a large 3" scale locomotive hauling its driver and about 25
colorful scale freight cars, creating a most impressive sight. We left shortly after

but returned on the Sunday morning, not to run this time, but to simply look at the
club's large wood-fired boiler and assorted stationary engines, take a few photographs,
and chat casually with kindred souls. At noon it was lingering goodbyes all around,
then off for the trip home and the end of a weekend to be long remembered.



MODEL SHOPS AS SOURCES FOR RESTORATION SUPPLIES
Bob Thomas, W3QzZ0O '

Unique products that can help solve a knotty restoration problem are often
available from sources other than the conventional suppliers we all accustomed
to using. One such source is a well stocked model shop, where items can be
found that will prove useful in many facets of radio work.

One of the most useful products I have obtained from a model shop is Wilhold
R/C-56 glue, which readily adheres to most materials. It has properties -that
make it particularly useful for attachment of dial bezels. Although it is milky
and water-soluble as used, after it has cured, it becomes crystal clear and
waterproof. That means you can easily see where you have placed the glue around
the bezel, but residues will be visible. Furthermore, excess glue can be wiped
off with a damp rag, an essential feature for a klutz like me. R/C=56 develops
good adhesion in an hour and cures completely in one day. When fully cured, the
" glue is somewhat flexible, so it will not crack or apply undue stress. Finally,
the strength of the glue is not so great that assemblies cannct be carefully
pulled apart and glue residue rubbed away in the manner of thick rubber cement.

Another useful adhesive stocked by most hobby stores carries the unlikely name
"Zap-A-Dap-A-Goo." This very viscous, highly volatile material, is manufactured
by Pacer Technology, and is supplied in an old fashioned metal squeeze tube. Its
high viscosity and low shrinkage enables it to be applied in rather thick blobs
to act as a watertight strain relief and grommet where a cable passes through a
chassis or cabinet hole. Small blobs will secure long, dangling wires. Because
the adhesive's solvent evaporates rapidly, these blobs become self-supporting
very quickly. At full strength, the glue is rubber-like, enhancing its function
as a strain relief. Three cautionary notes: 1) The solvent appears to be what
humans shouldn't breath, so provide ventilation. 2) The solvent will react with
many plastics - watch out. 3) The adhesive is like the worst melted cheese you
ever saw with regard to developing stringy hairs, so when the tube is drawn away
make sure surrounding areas are protected and pull the tube away quickly.

Another product available in model shops is cyanoacrylate glue, popularly known
as "Super Glue," obtainable in three viscosities to match the application. The
lowest viscosity cures almost instantly when placed between flat surfaces and
pressure is applied, but it will not fasten parts with rough surfaces. If you
need time to position the parts, or if mating surfaces are porous or rough, use
the medium grade, and where you need a fillet and can tolerate long cure time,
employ the thickest type. Unlike common store products, the model shop variety,
in addition to availability in all grades, comes in teflon bottles with a screw
cap to minimize the tendency for the glue to cure in the bottle. Shelf life can
be extended by storing unused glue in a refrigerator or freezer. "Cyano" glues,
as they are commonly called, are available under many brand names in quantities
as small as 1/4-ounce, costing $2 to $3, depending on viscosity. Larger bottles
are uneconomical for our occasional use. A product related to cyano adhesives
is "accelerator," usually supplied in a spray bottle. When sprayed on a Joint
Just made with a viscous glue, curing is instantaneous. In another application,
accelerator is applied to one part, and the cyano the other; when brought
together, the parts adhere instantly and permanently, so get it right the first
time! Still another related product is a filler called micro-balloons. When a
filler is mixed with cyano glue, large graceful fillets can be made at corners
of plastic or wood assemblies. In using cyanoacrylates, remember they work on
fingers and eyelids as effectively as on radios, so be careful; serious injury
can result from a moment of carelessness.

N



Model shops stock epoxy adhesives in a much wider variety than is obtainable in
typical hardware stores. One type, usually sold in relatively large Quantities,
is thin enough to be brushable. It is intended for laminating fiberglass cloth
which, incidentally, is available as an extremely lightweight fabric at most
model emporiums. More conventional epoxies are supplied in at lesdst three
grades with cure times from five minutes to eight hours, with strength related
to cure time, the eight hour type being strongest.

Shops catering to vintage gas model enthusiasts (radio buffs are not the only
ones with an interest "golden years") carry several sizes of hard maple sticks
(motor mounts) in one-foot lengths, and crossections from about 3/8"x1/2" to
1/2"x3/4", These might be just the thing for cabinet reinforcement or other
applications on antique radios. Some shops also carry thin sheets of walnut,
mahogany and bass wood. Additionally, high quality plywood (usually birch) is
8enerally stocked in thicknesses from 1/64" to 1/4n in sheets from 6"x12" to
- 12"x24",  Thicker sizes are normally 5- or 7T-ply, seldom available elsewhere.

In hardware, small Quantities of machine screws are supplied down to 00-90 with
hex, round, flat and fillister heads, and round and flat head wood screws as
small as No.1. Nylon screws and washers, small brass eyelets, and blind (Tee)
nuts are also available in small quantities and many sizes. Threaded inserts
are short brass cylinders with a coarse thread-cutting spiral on the outside,
and a machine thread on the inside. The insert is screwed into a pilot hole
drilled in wood. A component can then be fastened to the anchored insert with a
machine screw, for applications where the part must be frequently fastened and
removed from a wood cabinet or breadboard.

Ever want a heat gun but couldn't afford the Steep price of a commercial grade?
Get one in a hobby shop for about $20 which will be adequate for most radio
purposes (the intended use is to shrink plastic covering on model airplanes).

Where does one find these marvelous model shops? Fortunately for most members
of DVHRC, the most convenient store is also the best:

Penn Valley Hobby Center
837 West Main Street
Lansdale, PA 19446

(215) 855-1268

Others, though not quite as good as Penn Valley, but perhaps more convenient for
you, are listed below. Hobby shops keep notoriously unusual business hour, so
call any you plan to visit before making the trip.

Creek Hobbies Iron Horse Hobby House J.C. R/C Hobbies
123 Creek Road 60 South 6th Street County Line and York Rd.
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 Reading, PA Warminster, PA 18974

(609) 722-0489 (610) 373-6927 (215) 672-5200
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